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Workflow Urban Design

~Workflow Urban Design*“ is a series of pub-
lications by the Chair and Institute of Urban
Design at RWTH Aachen University. The
series documents findings from teaching
and research projects, as well as various
events, to promote discussion of current is-
sues in urban design and urban planning.
The series is intended for scholars and inte-
rested professionals.

The Chair and the Institute of Urban Design
address complex urban structures, from
regional and citywide contexts to neigh-
bourhoods and individual buildings. Buil-
ding on historical developments, the focus
is on designing, further developing, and
transforming sustainable cities and neigh-
bourhoods while considering technical,
ecological, economic and socio-cultural
conditions. Technological innovations, di-
gitalisation, and globalisation are transfor-
ming how we live and work, as well as how
urban spaces are used. Urban planning is
responsible for designing and creating the
best possible environment for everyone,
while considering the spatial implications of
these changes.
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Dear readers,

In a world shaped by complex and interconnected challenges—ranging from climate
change and rapid urbanisation to social fragmentation and digital transformation—urban
planning must evolve beyond disciplinary boundaries. The Chair and Institute for Urban
Design and European Urbanism and the UNESCO Chair for Cultural Heritage and Ur-
banism at RWTH Aachen University are dedicated to developing innovative solutions to
these pressing challenges. Through international collaboration, applied research, and
strong integration of education and practice, we aim to provide future urban thinkers
with the necessary tools and perspectives to create fairer, more adaptable, and resilient
environments. We believe that urban design education today must not only respond to
transformation, but also actively anticipate and shape it.
© Michael Kitenge

In response to this broader mission, RWTH Aachen University and Leibniz University
Hannover initiated a collaboration to create a framework for addressing global challen-
ges through interdisciplinary and cross-cultural academic exchange. This collaborati-
on is based on the Uuurble internet platform, which was originally developed by Leib-
niz University and TU Braunschweig during the restrictions imposed by the COVID-19
pandemic, when innovative, digital forms of teaching, research, and collaboration were
needed. RWTH Aachen University and Leibniz University Hannover are now using Uuur-
ble — a platform for virtual city exploration — to overcome geographical and institutional
boundaries in teaching by utilising this digital tool for in-depth spatial research.Against
this backdrop, a research module for students from architecture, landscape architecture,
urban planning, geography, and other disciplines was developed within our international
Master’s programme, Transforming City Regions (TCR). With a thematic focus on urban
resilience, the course was designed to integrate empirical fieldwork, critical academic
reflection, and spatial analysis across disciplines and regions. It offered students the
opportunity to become co-researchers and explore new approaches to resilient urban
development.

Throughout this initiative, a deeper, more comprehensive understanding of resilience and
transformation emerged, transcending disciplines, methods, and geographic contexts.
Resilience was not just seen as a technical attribute, but also as an approach to uncer-
tainty, complexity, and change. It became evident that meaningful urban transformation
hinges on sensitivity to context, openness to collaboration, and willingness to engage
with diverse forms of knowledge. The course challenged students to move beyond esta-
blished perspectives and connect abstract ideas with lived realities, approaching spatial
questions with analytical clarity and creative empathy. In this process, learning was not
confined to predefined outcomes; it was sparked by interaction, grounded in reflection,
and driven by curiosity. These insights offer more than a summary of what was learnt;
they point towards a new culture of enquiry that views urban transformation as a shared,
evolving endeavour.

This publication serves as both a record and an invitation. It showcases the dedication,
creativity, and curiosity of a new generation of urban thinkers and designers. We hope
that you will gain insight into the presented methods and findings, and feel inspired to
engage further—to ask new questions, to view familiar contexts afresh, and to bring this
spirit of experimentation and cooperation into your urban practice.

"/
U( Q)

Christa Reicher, September 2025
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A Digital Grand Tour

Tim Rieniets

Cities as educational destinations

For the longest time in history, travelling to
foreign cities was an arduous, time-consu-
ming and dangerous venture that was ge-
nerally only undertaken by those who had
the means and the mandate to do so. Until
the Middle Ages, only merchants, scholars
or envoys had the opportunity to travel the
arduous distances between the few and far-
flung cities of the time. As a result, the com-
mon people knew little about foreign cities.
Legends and myths grew around important
places such as imperial Rome or the holy
city of Jerusalem. Even the cartographers
of the pre-modern era, whose job it was to
depict foreign countries and cities, could
rarely draw on their own experience. It was
part of their job to fill maps with the help
of their own imagination when reliable infor-
mation was lacking. Thus, medieval maps
were often decorated with warriors, fanta-
stic plants and mythical creatures.

It was not until the 17th century that tra-
velling to foreign cities became popular in
other circles and became an integral part
of the educational canon of an increa-
singly enlighten society. Initially, it was only
the offspring of the European nobility who
were required to travel to foreign countries
and cities in order to improve their general
education and courtly virtues. Favored des-
tinations were those countries where the
origins of Western Christian culture were to
be found, such as Greece, Italy and France,
sometimes even Jerusalem. Later, the sons
of the upper middle classes were also able
to enjoy extended educational journeys,
(only very rarely did the daughters of these
people get to enjoy such journeys). These
educative journeys of the 17th and 18th
century - the so-called Grand Tour - were
considered a central event in the educati-
onal biography of young aristocrats and
bourgeois sons.

The program of these trips included visits
to important cities and the study of monu-
ments from antiquity, the Middle Ages and
the Renaissance. Poets, artists and archi-
tects were also drawn to the ancient and
medieval roots of European culture. One of
the most famous among them was Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe, who - to recover

from a creative crisis - travelled to Italy for
a few weeks and ended up spending two
years there (1786 - 1788). His journey took
him to Verona, Vicenza and Venice, Floren-
ce, Rome and Naples. Numerous architects
also sought inspiration in the south, inclu-
ding Karl Friedrich Schinkel (1803), Charles
Garnier (1848), also modern architects such
as Le Corbusier (1911), Louis Kahn, Alvar
Aalto and many others.

Maps, Books and Guides

The basic equipment of a classic Grand
Tour included a travelling companion: a per-
son who possessed organizational talent,
education and extensive language skills,
but above all the prudence and maturity
to protect his young charges from physical
danger and social escapades. In addition to
these people who were hired to accompany
the young adults, another profession de-
veloped, albeit at the increasingly popular
destinations: The tourist guide. These are
person with local knowledge about cities
and their heritage who amazed their pay-
ing audience not only with historical facts,
but also with legends and local anecdo-
tes. To this day, the services are popular
among tourists who hope to gain insightful
knowledge about their destination from a
walk or a bus tour through, without having
to undertake time-consuming self-studies.

Another prerequisite for the Grand Tour was
the acquisition of suitable maps and litera-
ture about the foreign countries and cities
and their cultural heritage. Such material
was of considerable value in those days
and not exactly the handiest luggage to
take on a long journey. Moreover, travelers
could never be sure that this material was
accurate and up to date. At the beginning
of the 19th century, inventive publishers
made a virtue of this problem and created
their own literary genre: the travel guide. A
compact book, filled with historical facts,
drawings and maps and all kinds of other
useful travel information. The best-known
work of this type in the German-speaking
world was the Baedecker, named after
the publisher Karl Baedeker. His first travel
guide was published in 1832 with the title
Rheinreise (Rhine journey). This was follo-

wed by further volumes on the Moselle and
the neighboring countries of Switzerland,
Holland and Belgium. Finally, in 1855, the
first city guide to Paris and the surrounding
area was published.

The publishing house continued to bring
out new travel guides and was imitated
by a number of competitors. Baedecker
guide books belonged in the luggage of
every educational traveler - and on the
bookshelf of every educated middle-class
household. With the rise of mass tourism,
however, the educational claim of these gui-
de book became less important. Instead,
the focus was increasingly on relaxation,
entertainment and lifestyle, or - as in the
Lonely Planet — on alternative destinations
off the beaten track of mass tourism. With
the spread of the internet and social media,
the great age of the travel guide was finally
over. Instead of having to look things up in
books, individualized travel information was
now available on the internet — for free with
just a few clicks, including flight and hotel
bookings. And after almost 200 years the
Baedekers guide was stopped in 2010.

The classic Grand Tour disappeared long
before the travel guide. One reason for this
was the disappearance of the traditional tar-
get groups for this type of educational tra-
vel. Firstly, the aristocratic offspring became
insignificant in the course of the social and
political changes of the 19th century. La-
ter, with the rise of an increasingly affluent
middle class, the upper middle classes also
lost their exclusive position as long-distan-
ce travelers. In addition, the introduction of
compulsory education in European coun-
tries and the rise of mass tourism at the end
of the 19th century contributed to the Grand
Tour losing its aura as an exclusive educati-
onal program for the children of the rich and
powerful.

However, the essence of the Grand Tour
lives on to this day, albeit in a completely
different form. For many young people, it is
still a milestone in their educational career
to take a longer trip after leaving school,
for example as Interrail travelers or as part
of a voluntary year abroad. And those who
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then decide to study can once again enjoy
educational and research trips to foreign ci-
ties, dedicated to the study of foreign ways
of life, architecture and cultural treasures -
like the Grand Tour in the past, but much
shorter. Architecture is one of the universi-
ty subjects in which these remnants of the
Grand Tour are still an integral part of the
curriculum and one of the highlights of the
study.

Around the World in eighty klicks?

At first glance, it seems that city travels have
never been easier than they are today. Every
city in the world can be reached by car, bus,
train or plane. Information on every city is
available on the Internet. Not to mention the
cartographic services, which surpass ever-
ything that was available to city travelers in
the past. The entire globe can be viewed eit-
her in cartographic representations or in the
form of high-resolution satellite images pub-
lished by Google and other providers on the
World Wide Web. Since 2007, the market
leader Google Maps, has been offering an
additional service: 360-degree photos from
a street perspective called Google Street
View. Since then, millions of kilometers of
road have been documented in this way.
All you need is an internet-enabled device
and internet reception to view the streets,
squares and buildings from an everyday
perspective — not only in cities that are con-
sidered to be of tourist value, but of almost
all cities, regardless of how old they are or
what significance is attributed to them.

Of course, 360-degree photos on a com-
puter screen will never offer the same over-
whelming experience that one may have
on a busy street in a large metropolis. The
voices and foreign languages, the exotic
smells and colors, the light and temperature
of distant latitudes, the look of streets and
buildings. You are also never confronted
with the social and cultural curiosities that
you can experience in foreign cities, where
you encounter people and situations that
surpass anything you could have imagined
before (although one can also find curio-
sities on Google Street View from time to
time). Google Street View is therefore only
a very poor substitute for what you can re-
ally see and experience in a city. And yet:
Google Maps and Google Street View (and
all the competing map providers) have de-
mocratized the idea of city breaks, as you
no longer need to have money to visit a fa-

raway place or buy maps and guides.

Times have never been better for city tra-
velers, it seems, both virtually and in real
life. Between 2007 and 2018, international
city trips tripled in volume, growing faster
than any other type of holiday trip. The fact
that city trips have become a product of
mass tourism has even given the good old
guide book a new lease of life. The Baede-
cker was relaunched in 2013 and compe-
tes today with comparable products for a
broad tourist audience. With 180 volumes,
the Baedeker now covers the entire globe.
However, anyone looking for details about
architecture or urbanism in these books will
be disappointed. And that is precisely the
problem: it has never been easier to visit
foreign cities than it is today — if necessary
with the help of digital map services instead
of making a real journey. But if you want to
find out about the architecture and urban
design of these cities, about their historic
growth and their current development, it is
not easier than it used to be. Google Maps
doesn‘t help either, because what use are
the sharpest satellite images and 360-de-
gree photos if you don‘t understand what
you see on them?

To make matters worse, the number and
scale of cities has changed dramatically sin-
ce the time of the Grand Tour. Around the
time Goethe set off on his trip to Italy, only
around 20 per cent of the German peop-
le lived in cities (which equated to around
one million people). Weimar, Goethes home
town, had just 6,000 inhabitants at the time
and London was considered the largest city
in the world with one million inhabitants.
Today, three quarters of people in Germa-
ny live in cities, and worldwide 57 per cent
are residing in cities and urban areas (2003).
Weimar has increased its population more
than tenfold and has become itself a po-
pular tourist destination (not least because
of its most famous resident, Goethe). Over
14 million people now live in the London
metropolitan region, but it has long since
ceased to be the largest city in the world.
The largest cities are now to be found in
Asia, Africa and South America. This is also
where most of the 450 cities with over one
million inhabitants are located, although it is
impossible to say exactly how many cities of
this size really exist today. So where should
you start if you are interested in global con-
temporary urbanization?

The ancient and medieval cities of Europe
have certainly lost none of their historical
significance they had already at the times
of the Grand Tour. And even those who are
interested in contemporary European cities
cannot avoid looking at their ancient and
medieval roots. However, anyone interested
in global urbanization must (also) turn their
attention elsewhere: To the metropolises of
Asia, or the fast-growing cities of Africa, to
the informal settlements in South America,
India or Africa, or to the high-tech cities
such as Silicon Valley, or to the spectacu-
lar urban developments at the Persian Gulf,
Saudi Arabia or China.

A Digital Grand Tour?

In view of the rapid urbanization processes
that have changed our planet over the past
150 years and will continue to fundamen-
tally alter many regions of the world in the
coming decades. The aim of the classical
Grand Tour of providing a comprehensive
picture of the most important cities and their
cultural and architectural achievements can
hardly be fulfilled today. Cities today are
too numerous and too diverse to be able to
get anything like a complete picture. This is
especially true for architecture students, as
they have too little time and usually too litt-
le money to go on many excursions during
their studies. This is why the Uuurble web
project was invented. It is designed to give
students and other interested parties the
opportunity to virtually explore cities all over
the world - including cities and places that
cannot be booked through a travel agency
and are not described in any travel guide.

Uuurble offers its users similar equipment to
what an educational traveler used to need
on the Grand Tour - only digital. The right-
hand side of the traveler's computer screen
shows the city, which can be explored with
the help of Google Maps images. On selec-
ted satellite photos and Street View images,
the traveler sees everything that is worth
seeing: special places and monuments,
typical architecture and everyday scenes.
The left-hand side of the screen acts as the
travel guide. He explains to the traveler what
he or she sees on the right-hand side. De-
pending on which images are viewed there,
the travel guide shows corresponding texts,
graphics, images or videos.

However, the city guide in Uuurble is not
an authority figure or an expert who is ol-
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der and more educated than the travelers,
as was the case with the Grand Tour. The
texts, drawings and pictures that make up
the guide in Uuurble are also created by the
students. In seminars, they research infor-
mation about a selected location or process
their own travel experiences. With the sup-
port of their teachers, they then translate
this information into written and graphic
form. In other words: Uuubrle is a project
by students for students (and for others). It
not only gives students the opportunity to
discover foreign cities and their architectu-
ral and urban planning features, it also gives
them the chance to practice scientific rese-
arch, writing and drawing.

To place Uuurble in the long history of city
travel, as has been done in this text, or even
to compare it with the Grand Tour, on which
many of the young travelers probably had
some of the most important experiences of
their lives, can of course only be done with
a wink. Uuurble can never compensate for
what a traveler can see and experience in
a real city. Nor can Uuurble immerse a tra-
veler in a foreign culture as deeply as Go-
ethe did on his trip to Italy, nor provide him
with such intense architectural experiences
as Le Corbusier had on his Voyage d‘Orient.
In one respect, however, Uuurble may reach
the standards of the classic Grand Tour -
in some respects perhaps even better than
is possible on real trips today: Uuurble en-
ables its digital travelers to acquire a broad
knowledge of architecture, culture and ur-
banism by engaging with distant cities.
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Uuurble — Platform for virtual city exploration

Ines Dobosic, Alkistis Thomidou

The Platform

Uuurble is an Internet-based collaborati-
ve platform dedicated to the study and
description of cities and urban areas that
enables virtual exploration. Developed as
a collaboration between the Institute of Ur-
ban Design and Planning at Leibniz Univer-
sity Hannover and the Institute for History
and Theory of Architecture and City at TU
Braunschweig, this platform offers new
ways to make urban studies more acces-
sible and comprehensive.

At its core, Uuurble integrates multiple di-
mensions of urban analysis and examines
the social, geographical, historical, ecologi-
cal, and urban planning aspects of cities. It
also considers political, economic, and cul-
tural structures, thereby creating a holistic
approach to urban research. By linking the-
se diverse perspectives with three-dimensi-
onal imagery of Google Maps, Uuurble pro-
vides an enhanced view of urban structures
and their contemporary challenges.

The platform addresses a diverse range of
audiences and serves multiple purposes.
In the context of academia, it functions as
a research tool and knowledge repository.
Educators at both the school and university
levels can utilize it as a learning resource,
while urban enthusiasts can explore it as
an ever-growing collection of extraordinary
places. Lecturers, students, and resear-
chers across the globe can contribute their
own content to the platform. This conti-
nuous contribution model ensures that Uu-
urble grows organically, collecting interes-
ting locations and urban phenomena from
around the world

Multimedial Storytelling

Everything begins with the selection of a
location: the location can be large or small,
near or far, known, or unknown. It can be
described as a whole, or just focus on a
thematic aspect of that place. In addition to
textual descriptions, Uuurble allows for the
depiction of various facets of cities using
drawings, maps, photos, author-generated
original sounds and videos, and primary
and secondary sources. Drawings serve
as an analytical tool, while images, video,
and audio contribute to audiovisual story-

telling. Text is used as a tool to gather and
reflect on the findings. The graphic langu-
age is kept simple with line drawings and
diagrams to maintain a uniform appearan-
ce and facilitate pedagogical comparisons.
The linking of text to Google Maps views
or Google Street View is a key function of
Uuurble. This makes it possible to combine
textual and graphic information (on the left
side of the website) with visual impressions
(on the right side of the website), represen-
ting the location in a multilayered manner
and mimicking an educational and visual
walk around the city.

Knowledge accessibility

One of Uuurble's primary goals is to de-
mocratize (urban) education by making it
more accessible. The platform is built on the
principle of Open Educational Resources
(OER), which means that all teaching mate-
rials are publicly available and can be used,
processed, and shared without costs or le-
gal limitations. However, we acknowledge
that the requirement of an Internet-capable
device to access the platform is a limitation,
as not everyone may have access to such
devices. Despite this constraint, Uuurble
strives to promote knowledge sharing and
facilitate collaborative exchange among
those who can access the platform. Uuur-
ble aims to broaden the scope of urban re-
search and create opportunities for innova-
tive, cross-disciplinary and cross-university
insights.

Examining exemplary buildings or urban
areas is an important component of acade-
mic education in spatial disciplines. Howe-
ver, traveling to these places is not always
possible or ecologically responsible. At the
same time relevant literature is not always
available. Therefore, virtual urban explo-
ration offers a viable alternative, enabling
students and researchers to access and
analyze urban spaces from anywhere in the
world.

As Uuurble expands to include more the-
mes, locations, and cities, it affirms the im-
portance of cities as sites of active learning.
Urban spaces that can join Uuurble remain
open. Both lecturers and students are wel-

come to contribute to and actively co-de-
sign Uuurble.

Collaboration

Since its implementation, Uuurble has ex-
panded beyond its original institutional
boundaries and has been adopted as a lear-
ning format at various universities, including
RWTH Aachen University. This inter-univer-
sity collaboration has enriched the platform
in unexpected ways, bringing about diverse
perspectives and methodological approa-
ches to urban analysis. Each participating
institution has its own academic focus and
regional expertise, contributing to a more
comprehensive understanding of urban
phenomena worldwide. The platform‘s im-
plementation in different learning settings
revealed both challenges and opportuni-
ties. Working across different universities
has necessitated adaptable formats and
flexible methodological frameworks to ac-
commodate different educational approa-
ches and cultural contexts.

These collaborative experiences have led to
innovative learning practices. For instance,
some universities have developed speci-
alized seminars focusing on comparative
urban analysis, while others have integ-
rated Uuurble into existing urban studies
curricula. The platform has facilitated virtual
exchanges between students from different
institutions, enabling them to share insights
and perspectives on urban development
across geographical boundaries.

The growing network of participating uni-
versities has enhanced the platform'’s capa-
city to address global urban challenges. By
connecting diverse academic communities,
Uuurble has become a vehicle for interna-
tional dialogue on urban issues, fostering
cross-cultural understanding and knowled-
ge exchange. This international dimension
has proven particularly valuable for exami-
ning how different cities address similar ur-
ban challenges in their unique cultural and
geographical contexts.

Editorial Challenges
Uurrble tries to balance creative freedom
with editorial structure, which can be gre-
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at for ensuring high-quality contributions,
while still allowing authors to explore topics
they are passionate about. The support
system, which includes editing assistance
and university workshops, secures both ac-
cessibility and academic standards.

While each author is free to choose a loca-
tion of interest and explore personally com-
pelling topics, Uuurble operates as a com-
munity project with specific guidelines. To
ensure editorial consistency and efficiency,
these guidelines have been compiled into
a Handbook. Adhering to these rules not
only strengthens the overall quality of the
platform but also facilitates the seamless in-
tegration of contributions while supporting
independent article creation.

Active support and guidance are provided
throughout the editorial process. The sub-
mitted contributions undergo review and
editing before being finalized in collabora-
tion with the author. Once completed, they
are integrated into the Uuurble platform by
the editorial team. Additionally, introductory
workshops are offered to external universi-
ties both domestically and internationally.
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Transforming City Regions Reseach Module

Fabio Bayro Kaiser, Liliana luga; Verdnica Garcia Donoso, Caner Telli

Transforming City Regions

The European Master of Science program-
me Transforming City Regions (TCR) ad-
dresses pressing challenges in European
territorial development. Launched in 2019 at
RWTH Aachen University, the programme
equips professionals with the skills to tackle
the complex environmental, social, techno-
logical and economic issues that shape ci-
ties and regions. TCR promotes interdiscip-
linary thinking and practical problem-solving
by combining project- and design-oriented
training with a solid theoretical foundation.
Over four semesters, students engage in
a wide range of courses, positioning them
as innovators in urban development while
fostering critical research skills essential for
navigating the evolving urban landscape.

The programme also emphasises the im-
portance of methodological competence,
individual responsibility and teamwork th-
rough the TCR research module, for in-
stance. In this module, students undertake
authentic research tasks that combine the-
oretical learning with practical application.
By exploring case studies, students shar-
pen their ability to analyse, interpret and
communicate findings effectively, equipping
them with the tools to address the dynamic
challenges of urban transformation. This
blend of practical engagement and theoreti-
cal study provides a well-rounded educati-
on that prepares graduates for leadership
roles in urban planning, design and policy
making.

Responding to global challenges with
digital tools

The COVID-19 pandemic reshaped educa-
tion worldwide, accelerating the adopti-
on of digital tools and exposing the limit-
ations of traditional research methods.
Platforms such as Uuurble emerged as
transformative open education resources,
enabling students and educators to brid-
ge gaps in accessibility and explore urban
spaces remotely while maintaining depth
and engagement. This shift was not just
an adaptation, but a reimagining of how
academic research can work in a digitally
connected world.

Uuurble provides an immersive, interactive

experience by integrating and dynamical-
ly visualising diverse spatial data. These
capabilities enhance traditional learning
approaches by encouraging new perspec-
tives and sustained interaction with urban
phenomena. The platform‘s ability to simu-
late the depth of field exploration through
innovative digital tools allows users to ex-
plore nuanced aspects of urban complexity
in ways that were previously unimaginable.

Integrating Uuurble into academic frame-
works complements theoretical teaching
with practical, real-world applications. This
integration equips students with adaptable
skills that respond to the evolving demands
of education and urban studies. By fusing
traditional methods with cutting-edge digi-
tal tools, Uuurble promotes resilient, inclu-
sive and accessible learning environments.
It paves the way for a generation of urban
thinkers capable of addressing the multi-
faceted challenges of contemporary cities,
and ensures that research remains relevant
in a rapidly changing global landscape.

Enhancing traditional on-site research
Central to the TCR curriculum is the field trip
module. As part of this module, in the sum-
mer semester of 2023, students explored
the Quartieri Spagnoli in Naples. Students
delved into the dynamic interplay between
heritage conservation and rapid urban ch-
ange within a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
This on-site engagement provided invaluab-
le insights into the district's cultural identity,
spatial organisation and evolving social in-
teractions, making it a central component
of the programme's educational framework.

Direct interaction with local residents allo-
wed students to appreciate how grassroots
perspectives intersect with broader urban
policies. These interactions revealed the
nuanced relationships between historic
preservation efforts and the pressures of
urban modernisation, and highlighted the
challenges of maintaining cultural integrity
in a rapidly changing environment.

While the field trip provided an unparalle-
led depth of understanding, it also revealed
the limitations of physical exploration. Ex-

panding access to urban research through
tools such as Uuurble can complement
such on-the-ground investigations by pro-
viding a broader perspective and ongoing
engagement with diverse urban environ-
ments. By combining physical observation
with digital innovation, Uuurble enables le-
arners to transcend geographical bounda-
ries, creating a more comprehensive and
accessible approach to the study of urban
phenomena.

The Uuurble research module

Against this background, the Uuurble Re-
search Module complements traditional
research methods with digital innovation.
Over two semesters, the module produced
various case studies, from which five where
selected: Munster in Germany and Naples
in Italy in summer term 2023 and Medellin
in Colombia, Izmir in Turkey and Hyderabad
in India in winter term 2023/24. Each study
offers unique perspectives on the challen-
ges and opportunities of urban transforma-
tion in different contexts. Together, these
case studies form a tapestry of geographic
and thematic diversity, reflecting the inter-
connected nature of global urban challen-
ges.

In Minster, the Hansa Quarter illustrates the
transformation of a post-industrial port into
a creative hub. This revitalisation integrates
modern infrastructure with a preserved in-
dustrial heritage, but raises concerns about
rising rents and gentrification that threaten
the area‘s inclusivity. The study highlights
the importance of balancing economic
regeneration with social equity in order to
maintain the character of the neighbour-
hood and accessibility for diverse popula-
tions.

Similarly, the study of the Quartieri Spag-
noli in Naples examines the double-edged
nature of tourism. While the area’s vibrant
street life and dense urban fabric attract vi-
sitors, uncontrolled tourism risks undermi-
ning its cultural authenticity. The research
highlights the need for policies that balance
economic benefits with the preservation of
local identity, ensuring that tourism sup-
ports rather than displaces the community.
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In the winter term, the geographical scope
of the module was expanded. In Medellin,
urban acupuncture projects such as the
Metro Cable and Library Parks demonstrate
how strategic interventions can foster resili-
ence and inclusion in the face of inequality.
These efforts illustrate the transformative
power of targeted projects to catalyse bro-
ader societal change, and offer lessons in
how urban design can become a tool for
social justice.

The Alsancak and Kordon areas of Izmir
present a nuanced exploration of heritage
conservation in the midst of modernisation.
The study examines how regulatory fra-
meworks can support the coexistence of
heritage conservation and urban growth,
highlighting the role of governance in sus-
tainable development. The case provides
a roadmap for balancing the demands of
economic expansion with the imperative of
preserving cultural and architectural herita-

ge.

Finally, Hyderabad's juxtaposition of the
Qutb Shahi Tombs and Film Nagar high-
lights the tensions between heritage and in-
novation. Thoughtful planning that balances
conservation with urban development goals
emerges as a critical factor in ensuring that
these contrasting identities can coexist har-
moniously. This case illustrates the import-
ance of integrating heritage into the broader
narrative of urban modernisation to create
cities that are both dynamic and rooted in
their history.

Taken together, these case studies de-
monstrate the thematic and geographical
scope of the Uuurble research module. By
addressing urban resilience, equity, he-
ritage and innovation, among others, the
module provides valuable insights into the
diverse ways in which cities are managing
transformation. This scope reflects the inter-
connected challenges faced by urban areas
worldwide and provides a foundation for in-
formed, sustainable strategies that consider
both local and global perspectives.

Outlook

The Uuurble research module serves as a
critical link between local knowledge and
global urban discourse, fostering a vibrant
digital knowledge community that embra-
ces diverse perspectives. Through carefully
documented case studies, the module fa-

cilitates comparative analysis and collabo-
rative learning, significantly enhancing our
understanding of contemporary urban chal-
lenges. It also builds bridges between disci-
plines, encouraging holistic approaches to
solving complex urban problems.

Each contribution highlights the intricate in-
terplay between heritage conservation, so-
cial equity and sustainable innovation, and
offers practical insights for addressing issu-
es such as gentrification, tourism and so-
cio-economic inequalities. By weaving the-
se themes into a cohesive framework, the
module equips students and researchers
with a nuanced perspective on how cities
reconcile tradition and modernity. These
insights are not only academic, but have
practical implications for policy makers, ur-
ban planners and community leaders.

The module also highlights the transforma-
tive potential of digital platforms such as
Uuurble. These tools democratise access
to urban research, enabling interdisciplinary
collaboration and bridging the gap between
theoretical learning and applied research.
By increasing the accessibility and scalabi-
lity of urban studies, Uuurble empowers a
wider audience to engage with and contri-
bute to the field, fostering a more inclusive
and participatory approach to urban rese-
arch.

Lastly, the Uuurble research module enri-
ches our understanding of urban comple-
xity while inspiring bold, forward-looking
strategies to address future challenges. It
highlights the importance of embedding
local narratives within global frameworks
and offers a blueprint for sustainable and
inclusive urban environments. By fostering
dialogue across time and space, this modu-
le sets a benchmark for collaborative, inno-
vative urban research. It demonstrates how
digital tools and thoughtful methodologies
can be combined to address the pressing
urban challenges of the 21st century, while
inspiring the next generation of urban thin-
kers to reimagine the cities of tomorrow.
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Miinster: Hansaviertel - Industry-lover
at second sight

Yasmin Makki, Esther Padberg, Tabea
Ruckle

The redevelopment of Hansaviertel is con-
sidered as a prime case of successful ur-
ban transformation in Munster. Formerly an
industrial harbor, today the Hansaviertel is
a meeting point for a drink or cycle by the
water. The area also established itself as an
attractive creative center. However, trans-
formation processes have downfalls parallel
to their upsides; How do they manifest in
the Hansaviertel?

Napoli: Quarteri Spagnoli — A Case of
Touristification: What Does the Future
Hold for the Spanish Quarters?

Ezgi Ismar, Raveena Gadkar, Selcen Fidan

Once an enclave of organized crime, the
Spanish Quarter is now shedding its past
and opening up to the world through a trend
of touristification. The heightened interest in
the Spanish Quarter primarily stems from
the area's distinctive atmosphere, unique
architectural style, and the unconventional
experience it offers in terms of public spa-
ces. This combination of factors differenti-
ates the Spanish Quarter from other urban
areas, making it a subject of particular intri-
gue and study. While touristification brings
higher incomes for residents and improves
the feeling of safety, it might cause an iden-
tity shift in the area, which has initially been
the main reason for its attractiveness.

Medellin: A Tale of Resilience and
Transformation - Urban Acupuncture
as Tool for Transformation

Ana Paulina Cabello Ocampo, Janet lvonne
Preciado Otero

In the early 90’s, Medellin, the second-lar-
gest city in Colombia, gained global notori-
ety under the label: “Most violent city in the
world”. Lately, Medellin has regained global
interest, but now as a symbol of change and
resilience. This is more than a story about a
strategy aimed at regenerating a city. It is a
journey through community empowerment,
involving architecture, urbanism, and social
policies; leading to transformation.
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Izmir: Alsancak, Kordon - Tracing
Locality in Modernity
irem Bozdagli, Cemre Bingdl

lzmir is one of the important port cities of
Turkey with almost five million inhabitants.
Throughout history, Izmir's silhouette has
been highly affected by political changes,
architectural trends, and historical inci-
dents. As seen in the Alsancak area of the
city, the contiguous modernist apartment
blocks along a promenade called the Kor-
don not only form a wall covering the com-
plex fabric of the city, but also hide the local
streets.

Hyderabad Unveiled: A Tale of Two
Worlds
Nitisha Srikurmam, Liyuan Ma

Explore the dynamic cityscape of Hydera-
bad, where history intertwines with moder-
nity. Journey through the contrasting neigh-
borhoods of the ancient Qutb Shahi Tombs
and the lively Film Nagar. Discover the har-
monious blend of tradition and innovation
as we unravel the captivating tale of these
two worlds coming together.
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Industry- lover at second sight
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The redevelopment of Hansaviertel is considered as a prime case of successful urban
transformation in Munster. Formerly an industrial harbor, today the Hansaviertel is a mee-
ting point for a drink or cycle by the water. The area also established itself as an attractive
creative center. However, transformation processes have downfalls parallel to their upsi-
des; How do they manifest in the Hansaviertel?

Transformation of Hansaviertel

The Hansaviertel is located in MuUnster, a
city in the west of Germany with a popu-
lation of over 318.000 as of 2023 (1). In the
following text, various layers in the develop-
ment of Hansaviertel are analyzed. including
a comprehension of the Spatial Program of
the area which gives an understanding of
the physical layout, features and functions.
This is followed by mapping the transporta-
tion system in the city and the quarter. Ad-
ditionally, an overview of the Public Space
seeks to demonstrate the harbor’s identity
as a hub for public activities such as mar-
kets and festivals. The Hansaviertel was
reshaped through a Participatory process
that aimed to bring together residents, deci-
sion makers and urban planners. However,
downfalls are bound to appear in proces-
ses of transformation. For instance, when
neighborhoods undergo image upgrades,
developers increase their investments,
which leads to higher rents. Consequent-
ly, some residents can no longer afford
to live in the newly developed areas. This
is called Gentrification and it is a possible
critical outcome of the transformation pro-
cess of the Hansaviertel. While it is difficult
to tell what extent it will reach, it is worthy

to discuss the issue. However, before de-
lving into the Hansaviertel, it is worthwhi-
le to explore the city and harbor's history.

Overview Miinster

History

The city of MUnster is best known for its sta-
tus as a cathedral and university city. After
being recognized as a city in 793, MUnster
became a cathedral city 12 years later, in
805 (2). From then on, the city represented a
Christian, commercial and political center in
Westphalia. The city experienced a further
upswing in history in 1773, with the foun-

ding of the University of Munster. In 1816,
Minster was then named the capital of
the new province of Westphalia in Prussia.

With the establishment of the port in 1898,
the city of Munster developed an important
economic sector (3). In 1901, the first po-
wer plant in Mlnster was built in the port,
which was able to supply the new railroad
with electricity (4). These investments en-
sured that the port of MUnster became an
important location for transshipment trade
in Westphalia. However, this boom decrea-
sed due to the First World War. In 1923, the
port was able to recover from the down-
turn as it benefited from the occupation of
the Ruhr region. As a result, goods could
be delivered to Munster by ship and then
transported onward to the Ruhr region by
rail. The port experienced a further upswing
in 1926, as it opened to tourism. Two cruise
ships were stationed in the harbor basin. (3)
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During World War I, 63% of Munster‘s ur-
ban area was destroyed and the city em-
barked on a major reconstruction effort (5).
In March 1946, the port was able to reopen.
In 1953, Stadtwerke Minster was entrus-
ted with port management, which ensured
that the port reached its economic peak
in the 1960s. In this period, up to 4,300
ships entered and left the port annually. (6)

In the course of the 1970s, two competing
company harbors settled around Mduns-
ter, causing an economic downturn of the
city harbor. In 1977, Stadtwerke Minster
responded by building a coal-fired power
plant, which was ultimately the only one
to generate an economic plus (6). As a re-
sult, the city administration began to con-
sider redesigning the port area in 1996 (7).
It was a period when several other major
projects were implemented, such as the
City Library (1993), the Diocesan Library
(2005), and the Stubengasse Shopping
Center (awarded the German Urban De-
velopment Prize in 2010 and the State
Prize for Integrated Urban Development in
2012) (2). The industrial activity in the harbor
sharply declined in 2005, when the power
plant was converted to gas and the main
customer for port goods disappeared. In
2012, a cargo ship docked at the port for
the last time (5). The neighborhood entered
a process of revitalization during which the
harbor acquired a new character. Relics
that still remind us of the port‘s industrial
era are the listed Flechtheimspeicher
from 1900, and the old industrial crane
from 1962 (8). Once an administrative and
industrial city, Munster is now considered a
hub for business, science and services (2).

Spatial program
The boundaries of the Hansa district
are clearly defined in spatial terms. The

northern boundary is formed by Woll-
beckerstrasse. To the east, the Dort-
mund-Ems Canal is a difficult border to
cross, while to the south, the wide and busy
Albersloher Weg is a considerable barrier.
To the west, Hansaviertel is constrained by
the railroad tracks and the main station.

The spatial fabric within Hansaviertel re-
flects three main functions: Residential,
entertainment-oriented commercial and
industrial (9). Along Wollbeckerstrasse in
the north, are restaurants and a variety of
service businesses. South of Wollbeck-
erstrasse are predominantly apartment
blocks with three- to four-story apartment
buildings, which occasionally include cafés
and bars on the first floor. The first-floor zo-
nes of the Hansaring are used by gastro-
nomy. The harbor basin forms the border
between industrial and residential zones.
Along the northern promenade of the har-
bor basin, gastronomy and other commer-
cial uses extend over almost all floors of the
up to 22m high buildings. The facades of
these contemporary buildings are vibrant
and diverse. The southern promenade of
the harbor basin stands out in compari-
son to the northern side because the high
industrial buildings are partly combined
with  entertainment-oriented commercial
facilities. The industrial area extends from
the harbor basin to Albersloherweg in the
south. With the exception of the buildings
on the harbor basin, the industrial buil-
dings are rarely used for public purposes.

This was not always the case in the Hansa-
viertel; after turnover in the port had declined
sharply since the 1970s, the share of indust-
ry decreased steadily. Starting in the 1980s,
Minster's ‘creative scene’ discovered the
area for itself, and artists’ studios, archi-
tecture and design offices settled there (10)
(7). The location was still in demand due to

Commercial

Residential

good accessibility and its central position
in the city. The municipality began develo-
ping the area in 1996, after the expiration
of ground leases. In 1997, the decision was
made to create the ‘Kreativkai’ model for
the transformation of the area (10). Under
the name ‘Renewal Focus Southeast’, the
port area, which covers a total of 75 hecta-
res, was to be transformed into a mixed-use
area (7). This concept was updated several
times over the years. In 2004, the ‘Integrated
Action Concept for Munster City Harbors’
was created, which was further developed
in 2012 as the ,Munster City Harbor Mas-
ter Plan®. As a result of the revitalization of
the area, 220 companies (as of 2017) are
located there, most of them from the cre-
ative sector (7). Furthermore, retail, gastro-
nomy, trade as well as companies from the
financial sector can be found on site. The-
se new settlements shaped the mixed-use
concept in the neighborhood today (7).

Mobility and Infrastructure

In terms of mobility, MUnster has establis-
hed itself as a leading example of a cycling
prioritizing city. It has even been voted as
‘Germany’s most bicycle friendly city’ by
the German Cyclists’ Federation. This is
possible due to the infrastructure that ac-
commodates cyclers; the Minsterland cy-
cling network covers 4,500 kilometers (11).
According to a mobility survey conducted
by the city, bicycle transportation was re-
ported to take 47% of the traffic share, while
car traffic counted for only 29% decreasing
from 34% in 2019 (12).

Building on this carbon-emission free mode
of transportation, the city is developing the
Mobility Master Plan Munster 2035+ with
the aim of climate neutral transportation.
Participation plays an important role in this
case as labs and public discussions were
encouraged to involve the residents (13).

Industrial
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Public Space

The entire area has undergone a remarkab-
le transformation, evolving from its industrial
roots into a vibrant public open space. The
harbor square, established in 1997 (10),
marks the gateway to this revitalized zone
and hosts city events such as the harbor
festival and beach volleyball tournaments
(19)(20). In terms of design, the square
pays homage to its industrial past through
the integration of old rail elements, which
not only evoke the area‘s history but also
seamlessly connect the south and north
promenades of the harbor basin, creating a
cohesive landscape. The northern prome-
nade, known as ,Kreativkai,* is a vital hub
of public life where people of all ages gather,
whether by the basin’s edge or at one of the
many culinary establishments. The southern
promenade features an old industrial crane,
serving as a poignant reminder of the area’s
historical industrial use. The southern area
adjacent to the harbor remains commerci-
ally focused, lacking public spaces or green
areas. In contrast, the northern vicinity of the
harbor has numerous playgrounds, green
spaces, and city squares. Bremer Platz,
located directly at the back of the main train
station, forms the northeastern entrance to
the Hansaviertel. In the area’s center are the
playgrounds Elisabeth-Kirchplatz and
Hansaplatz. The former is mainly used
by kindergartens or families with younger
children, and is sheltered in the residential
area. The latter is more diverse and appeals
to different age groups. There is a playg-
round, a large sports field, and a multifun-
ctional area. However, the atmosphere is
not as comfortable due to its direct location
at the intersection of Hansaring and Woll-
beckerstrasse. Additionally, persons expe-
riencing homelessness stay in certain spots
of the square. Despite all this, Hansaplatz
is known for being used for events such
as the neighborhood festival (21). Huber-
tiplatz forms a focal point for residents in
the western part of the residential area from
a combination of square, playground, and
sports field. It is located on side streets and
has a rich tree stand, which improves the
atmosphere of the square. Both Hansaplatz
and Hubertiplatz stand out in the cityscape
because of their size. Each forms an entire
block in the area. In addition, the Memelu-
fer on the Dortmund-Ems Canal provides a
place with a different character. The water-
front area is composed of a large meadow,
a playground, and a parkour park. Due to

the diverse and open offer that the waterfront provides, walkers, athletes, and different aged
groups share the place. The offer of public open spaces in the northern area is multifaceted.
From playgrounds and sports fields to city squares and a green and urban promenade with

restaurants, the Hansaviertel has a lot to offer.
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Participation

Hansaforum, an initiative that supports the
residents in shaping the neighborhood in a
democratic manner, contributed majorly to
the transformation of Hansaviertel (22). The
project was funded by the ‘Federal Office
for Building and Regional Planning” with
700,000 euro from 2019 to 2021 and has
implemented around 80 projects (23). The
main component of the democratic process
was the initiated Hansa congress. In this fo-
rum, randomly selected citizens jointly de-
veloped a ‘Neighborhood Community Well-
being Index’. This index deals with all issues
that, according to the committee, promote
the common good in the neighborhood. It
represents an unprecedented development
in this area (22). Relevant topics are for ex-
ample networking or climate positivity. In
total, about 400 people participated in the
‘Neighborhood Community Wellbeing In-
dex’ (22). Based on its topics, all citizens
could then propose projects. If the projects

Bicycle priority routes
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Section Hansaring

corresponded to the ‘Neighborhood Com-
munity Wellbeing Index’ and were approved
by the committee, they received funding
from the funding pot. The index was cons-
tantly developed further in the course of the
funding at the congress (23). For example, a
raised flower bed was funded, which is low
enough to enable children to garden acti-
vely (24). Another integrative example de-
scribes the project as ,Listening instead of
looking away - MUnster's forgotten voices',
in which a podcast becomes a platform for
homeless people in the neighborhood (25).
The offer to submit projects was open to
all citizens. Hansaforum tried to reach all
people as easily as possible through its
website. However, this is unfortunately only
available in German, which limits the circ-
le of participants. Many young adults were
and are still active in the Hansaforum, but
families and older people also participated
in the projects. The responsible organiz-
ation for the Hansaforum project is called
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B-Side, which continues to actively work
to ensure that citizen engagement has a
further democratic impact on the shaping
of the neighborhood. Ultimately, the slogan
remains: ,Make the city instead of letting it
be made” (23).

Gentrification

When talking about urban development
processes in the city of Minster, the word
,gentrification® is often mentioned. The
Hansaviertel is also mentioned in this re-
gard (28). The change in the population
structure was a result of de-industrialization
and the development concepts from 1997
to 2012. Because of its proximity to the city
center, the municipality encouraged resi-
dential construction in the neighborhood
and workers from the industry moved out
(7). Large-scale projects, which were im-
plemented over the course of this period,
are considered to be the catalyst of the
gentrification process. In these projects,
the creative character of the neighborhood
was particularly promoted. As a result,
other businesses and especially bars and
clubs settled in the Hansaviertel, whose
number increased over the years. The re-
sidents at the time complained, due to the
low participation of the population (7). In
the meantime, various statistics show that
the resident composition witnessed a dra-
stic change. Overall, more than 50% of the

Harbor square

residents have lived in the Hansaviertel for
less than five years in 2020. Compared to
the rest of Munster, this proportion of new
residents is very high (26)(27). In addition,
the participation process in the course of
the Hansaforum plays an ambivalent role.
On one hand, increased financial resour-
ces and greater civic engagement are en-
riching the neighborhood, suggesting a
rationale for rent increases amidst ongoing
improvements. Conversely, members of the
Hansaforum acknowledge gentrification
and endeavor to address it through a visi-
on that aims to preserve inclusivity within
the Hansaviertel community (31). The city
of Munster has reacted to the gentrificati-
on process with a social preservation sta-
tute, which was implemented in 2021. The
residential area above the harbor basin is
to be placed under ,milieu protection®. This
means that new construction and visible
alteration of the buildings is not allowed wi-
thout permission. Regulating construction
prevents drastic rent increases which in turn
protects the composition of the population
which may have otherwise not been able to
afford new prices. (30) The implementation
of the social preservation statute was re-
viewed in 2022. In the period of one year,
only one judicial proceeding was started, in
which a resident has not complied with the
regulations. The social preservation statute
is evaluated every five years and checked

Hubertiplatz

for their suitability (32). Moreover, in a major
project on the waterfront, the city specified
that 30% of the housing must be used as
socially subsidized housing (29). Over time,
numerous stakeholders have engaged with
the issue of gentrification and are working to
mitigate its effects.

The unpredictable future of Hansavier-
tel

The Hansaviertel transformation takes pla-
ce in a city with a radiant image of historical
importance, advanced mobility practices
and renowned high education. While many
post industrial landscapes fall into an un-
defined existence, the harbor was rescued
from this fate through a powerful planning
strategy that was conscious enough to in-
clude the residents and provide them with
a platform to voice their opinions. Today, it
is a must-see spot for visitors and residents
who enjoy spending their leisure time in a
trendy yet relaxed environment. Its suc-
cess at morphing into a space for people
after once being a space for machines is
undeniable. Overall, urban redevelopment
positively impacts public life, the quality of
spaces, economy and culture. Yet, its ac-
companying downfalls -i.e. gentrification-
must be also noted in order to figure out an
equitable scheme for urban transformation.
Can the Hansaviertel become a catalyst for
an urban utopia free of gentrification?

Memelufer
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A Case of Touristification:
VVhat does the future hold for
Spanish Quarter”?

Naples, Spanish Quarter

Ezgi Ismar, Raveena Gadkar, Selcen Fidan
4

©authors

Once an enclave of organized crime, the Spanish Quarter is now shedding its past and
opening up to the world through a trend of touristification. The heightened interest in the
Spanish Quarter primarily stems from the area'’s distinctive atmosphere, unique architectu-
ral style, and the unconventional experience it offers in terms of public spaces. This com-
bination of factors differentiates the Spanish Quarter from other urban areas, making it a
subject of particular intrigue and study. While touristification brings higher incomes for resi-
dents and improves the feeling of safety, it might cause an identity shift in the area, which
has initially been the main reason for its attractiveness.

Introduction

The old town of Naples is the largest histo-
ric center in Europe, and has preserved its
original grid patterned street network from
around 400 BC. (1) The Spanish Quarter,
known as Quartieri Spagnoli, derives its
name from the Spanish military garrisons
stationed there during the Spanish rule of
Naples in the 16th century, reflecting the
area's historical and cultural ties to its colo-
nial past. The Spanish Quarter has existed
from its inception until recently as an en-
clave with its own dynamics, disconnected
from the urban flow and with a somewhat
negative reputation. (2) Recently the area
has been re-evaluated and has become
one of the main tourist attractions of the
city, where we can observe the ‘order in
chaos’ lifestyle of the locals that represent
the Neapolitan soul.

The Spanish Quarter is located between
Castel Sant'Elmo, a medieval castle, the old
town, and the harbor, adjacent to Via To-
ledo, one of the most important and busy
commercial streets of the city, stretching
from Piazza Dante to Piazza del Plebiscito.
With the crowd of people carried by Via To-
ledo, it overflows with different densities at
different times of the day.

Situated on a slope rising from Via Toledo
to Castel Sant'Elmo, the area is composed
of streets that are as multi-layered and cha-
otically diverse when viewed from a human
scale, no matter how regular they are in the
plan and consist of small blocks of five-six
stories with short facades surrounded
by narrow streets, The main users of the
narrow streets of the Spanish Quarter are

locals, tourists, and scooters. In addition to
being an increasingly busy touristic attracti-
on, this dense and complex area contains
much of the daily life of the local population.
While the streets reaching Via Toledo are an
inviting and dense tourist area with the most
diverse functions, as you move up the slo-
pe, the sense of neighborhood and locality
increases and the diversity of functions is
sparse. With a twenty percent foreign po-
pulation, the functions and user profile of
the Spanish Quarter are rapidly changing.
3)

The main factor influencing the current
transformation of the Spanish Quarter and
the evolution of its functions is the shift of
the local population towards tourist-orien-
ted activities. The predominantly commer-
cial areas are being filled with functions that
attract more people, while in the residential
areas, the number of short-term temporary
stays is increasing. According to a study
on the socio-economic consequences of
short-term stays for Naples, before Covid,
the city experienced a huge growth in tourist
flows. Currently, the rising tourism challen-
ges the daily life of the neighborhood" linked
to the tourism model adopted. (4) The situ-
ation is raising concerns regarding how the
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area is coping with the change, and what
will be the future of it. Before answering this
question, it is essential to understand why
the Spanish Quarter is experiencing this
new wave of touristification.

History

The Spanish Quarter emerged in the six-
teenth century when the Kingdom of Ara-
gon wanted to reclaim its territory and expel
the French troops. In order to maintaining a
tight control, a garrison of about 5,000 sol-
diers was placed in the heart of Naples, led
by the Grand Captain.

From the beginning, the presence of Spa-
nish troops in this region brought about
violence, crime and prostitution. Towards
the middle of the sixteenth century, bar-
racks were built in other parts of the city to
accommodate the soldiers and space was
reallocated for them.

In the following centuries, Spanish go-
vernors ruled the city and left an indelible
mark on Naples. Important figures such as
Gonzalo Fernandez de Cdérdoba (known as
the Great Captain) and Pedro Alvarez de To-
ledo played a key role in the development
of these neighborhoods after their arrival
in Naples in 1532. Toledo‘s most important
contribution is the street named after him,
Via Toledo, that stretches for over a kilome-
ter and serves as a focal point for the laby-
rinthine Spanish Quarters.

For many years, the Spanish Quarters was
perceived as one of the most dangerous
areas of Naples, a place to be avoided. Its
negative reputation stems from the fact that
for many years it remained a residential area
detached from the urban context and its
name has been associated many times with
crime and the Camorra. (5)
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In the twentieth century, however, the neigh-
borhood began to become a gateway to
Naples for different social categories, inclu-
ding middle-class individuals, immigrants,
and even the emerging upper class. With
these waves of migration, the demogra-
phics of the Spanish Quarters changed
and began to include people from different
backgrounds. Eventually, the area changed
character and became more commercially
oriented, with a great interaction with the
Via Toledo. (6)

Urban Character

While the eastern and western borders of
the Spanish Quarter are clearly defined
by Castel Sant'‘Elmo and Via Toledo, the
northern and southern borders are rather
vague. The Vomero district, which inclu-
des Castel Sant‘EImo, is a spacious, less
densely populated area located on a slope.
Especially the castle and its garden create
the impression of a large urban neighbor-
hood. With the walls of the castle and the
Vittorio Emanuele highway running between
the castle and the Spanish Quarter, this
western side of the Spanish Quarter is phy-
sically and perceptually less permeable. As
the visitors move up the slope in the Spa-
nish Quarter, block widths increase, and
physical permeability decreases with fewer
access points from the highway.

On Via Toledo, the blocks are highly per-
meable compared to the massive blocks
across the street. Aimost every street in the
Spanish Quarter's grid plan extends onto
Via Toledo. Most of the movement in and
out of the neighborhood is done through
this main street. In the area stretching from
Via Toledo towards the harbor, the street
scale and plan become more spacious, the
blocks and streets wider. One street across,
and a completely different face of the city

Vomero & Spanish Quarter

emerges. Although the fagade aesthetics of
the blocks are not different from the blocks
on Via Toledo, there is a more spacious ur-
ban impression with the widening streets.

There are tangible and intangible dimen-
sions in the city that define the distinction
between different urban textures. These
dimensions are also present in the Spani-
sh Quarter. Although there is no hierarchy
in terms of street width, there are several
areas as landmarks in the Spanish Quarter
and they determine the density dynamics
of the streets. Although the perception of
the neighborhood in the higher areas of
the Spanish Quarter as an urban character
seems like an abstract boundary, the stair
connections that develop with the increase
in slope give the impression of a physically
different texture. In this area, urban dyna-
mism decreases, and uniformity increases.

Program/ Uses

In the Spanish Quarter, due to the narrow
streets, the ground floors are the areas
where communication happens mostly on
a human scale, while higher floors may re-
quire a wider perspective for visual commu-
nication. The Spanish Quarter is a mix of
residential, commercial and cultural areas.
While the ground floors on Via Toledo are
inviting and have a wide variety of commer-
cial functions, as you approach the center
of the Spanish Quarter, functions are clus-
tered around certain landmarks and as you
go higher up, they begin to be used as re-
sidential. In light of all this, the line between
private and public space on the ground
floors is quite blurred. On the same street,
there are vespas buzzing, people stopping
to chat, people looking outside of their
windows and offering coffee to strangers,

Castel Sant'Elmo

ittorio Emanuele

Vil
Via Toledo

Section from Via Toledo to Caster Sant’Elmo
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old people sitting outside their houses and
pointing tourists in the right direction, re-
staurants spilling out onto the streets and
drawing crowds, mixed-use squares that
simultaneously contain the life of locals and
serve tourists.

Taking a closer look at the residential fun-
ction of the ground floors, which are a big
part of street life, there are bassi, an im-
portant part of the city image and urban
fabric. ,‘Bassi* typically refers to ground
floor units or apartments located at street
level. Connected to the street by a single
opening, these low-ceilinged ground-floor
living units sometimes have only a single
opening street, serving all the basic func-
tions of entry and exit, letting in light and air.
In some, the opening increases to two, and
as you enter the more residential area, you
can see bassi with ground terraces. (7)

The term ,bassi is derived from the Ita-
lian word ,basso“ meaning ,low“. These
ground floor units were historically used by
low-income residents, but today they are
becoming an attractive living unit for some
individuals, due to their seamless communi-
cation with the street. (6) The change in the
character of the Spanish Quarter is also due
to the people who come to experience the-
se living units. The new tourist user profile
does not seem to blend in with the existing
residents yet. Streets are partially still resis-
ting to change and continuing their daily or-
der as usual. While on the other streets gen-
trification wave is rising, it is a developing
concern in terms of area’s identity. Initial
attraction to area has been the life style and
spontaneous order of the ground floors.
With the changing dynamics future of the
area is blurry. It may cause a decline in the
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Another characteristic that bassi add to
the streets, because of their lack of space,
is some private elements such as clothes
drying racks and some individual seating
units, which we can call urban furniture.
This furniture almost eliminates the line bet-
ween private and public, making the life of
those living in the bassi quite observable for
anyone passing by.

Public Spaces

The high density of the Spanish Quarter is
also translated in the lack of open space.
With so many small blocks built up, what
is left of public space is narrow streets and
a few public spaces. The streets, however,
often serve the flow as well, with many bu-
sinesses serving different purposes spilling
out onto the streets, in addition to the inten-
se flow of people and vehicles. A few public
spaces are Maradona Mural area, Piazza
Barrache, the square above the Toledo Me-
tro station, and the small mixed-function
spaces on Salita Trinita degli Spagnoli and
Vico Lungo Trinita degli Spagnoli streets.
The public squares in the Spanish Quarter
do not have fixed uses, they are sponta-
neously organized and mixed in function.
Piazza Baracche and the Toledo Metro Sta-
tion square are the ones that can be percei-
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ved the most as public squares due to their
size and the crowds they attract, and both
are used at different times of the day.

Diego Maradona

The only public space with a defined fun-
ction is the Maradona Mural area. Diego
Maradona is a pivotal figure in the history
of Neapolitan football club due to his ext-
raordinary contributions on the field, lea-
ding the team to its first-ever Serie A titles
in 1987 and 1990. His impact extended
beyond sports, fostering a sense of pride
and identity among the people of Naples,
and cementing his legacy as a cultural icon
in the city. You can see the Maradona repre-
sentations on almost every street, a strong
part of the local culture that defines the ur-
ban character of the Spanish Quarter and
even Naples, and which has been turned
into a somewhat commercialized element.
However, the square where the Maradona
Mural is located is visited with great intensi-
ty and the streets with direct access to this
mural determine the density of the crowd.
Apart from this, murals are an element of
local culture along the streets of the Spani-
sh Quarter.

Another tangible trace of culture on the
streets is the concave or convex street al-
tars integrated into the walls of buildings.
These altars, also called urban shrines, are
part of the religious culture and are votive
shrines to commemorate the saints that the
locals respect and find sacred. The starting
point of this culture was to create street
shrines illuminated by gas lamps to make
the streets safer at night, thus creating pla-
ces of worship on the streets and preven-
ting petty theft. (8)

In urban areas, it is common to find public
spaces designed as large squares, which
are building-free zones where cars are
prohibited. However, the Spanish Quarters
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(Quartieri Spagnoli) in Naples do not incor-
porate this type of public space. Instead,
the area features its own unique form of pu-
blic spaces, distinct from the conventional
urban planning model. Unlike the common
typology, the streets of the Spanish Quarter
are the public space itself. While providing
the function of transpassing, most of the
streets are in use for the public to interact.
The area’s specific attraction element co-
mes from this vague situation itself. It is hard
to tell where the public space ends and the
private space starts. Limitations of the outs-
ide boundaries are intuitive rather than phy-
sical. There is nothing stopping a tourist to
sit down at the narrow street stairs while the
window next to it is fully open, screening a
family dinner of six. Conversations and the
sounds are blending into one another.

Urban Particularity

Throughout the years, the image of the
area has constantly changed. Partially it
has been achieved by several organizations
working on the Quarter, rest is caused by
the social shift within the user profile. After
pedestrianization of the Via Toledo, each
of the street entrances serves a function
of show-case to the neighborhood. Main
tourist traffic is welcomed from here and
continues to spread across the grid. Some
of the entrances have denser visitor traffic
than others based on the functions it cont-
ains. The area hosts approximately 10,000
tourists daily, depending on the season. (9)
Because now the tourists have become one
of the ‘user’ profiles of the area, there is an
unavoidable interaction between locals and
visitors.

Unlike conventional public spaces, what
makes Spanish Quarter recognizable is
that it holds several ground floor functions,
almost as if the public spaces merge into
the private spaces. While the dominant use
is the residential one, it would not be sur-
prising to find a pizza place right next to it
with a very big and often noisy crowd. Al-
though this gives the area a unique dyna-
mic, it causes strange interactions in terms
of function. What makes the area interesting

in the visitors® eyes is witnessing the daily
life of the place, for example by observing
the bassi. Since it is an opportunity for
the locals to create income from this tou-
rist flow, it increases service-based busi-
nesses in the area. This leads to changes
of the ground floor use from residential to
commercial, defeating the initial attraction in
the first place. For now, this transaction bet-
ween functions seems to be balanced but
it is a developing practice for the area. For
this reason, it is hard to overlook the touri-
stification in the area as a potential future
urban issue. According to Airbnb, 99.6% of
the approximately 755 units in the neighbor-
hood are listed for short-term rentals. (10)
This is a threatening rate for the long-term
scenario of the Quarter. The number of
local residents is decreasing, which might
transform the area’s identity. With gentrifi-
cation and touristification, urban character
is experiencing an on-going change. If the-
se touristic elements settle homogeneously
within the existing assets, there is a chance
that they will benefit the area. The current
situation has developed from bottom to up,
and resisted the top-down approaches that
added an authentic depth to the image.
Another scenario, however, holds a darker
future for the Spanish Quarter, there is a
possibility of the failed integration of the new
and old. This can be a potential end for the
existing assets, creation of something new
detached from the identity that the Spanish
Quarter holds so far.
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In the early nineties, Medellin, the second-largest city in Colombia, gained global noto-
riety under the label: “Most violent city in the world”. Lately, Medellin has regained glo-
bal interest, but now as a symbol of change and resilience. This is more than a story
about a strategy aimed at regenerating a city. It is a journey through community empo-
werment, involving architecture, urbanism, and social policies; leading to transformation.

Story Introduction
“The city was not enjoyed, it was endured”
— Sergio Fajardo(1)

Located within the Andes, Medellin, Colom-
bia, emerged as a city with a history marked
by challenges. Formed by ten comunas,
(Spanish for municipalities), this metropolis
has undergone a metamorphosis in recent
decades. Years of violence had built up fear,
creating invisible yet tangible walls within
the comunas, turning them into individual
cells, which led to social fragmentation. This
fragmentation increased social inequalities
and stigma.

Characterized by social conflicts, govern-
mental neglect, and a concerning escalati-
on in drug- trafficking and violence. Medel-
lin needed a deep transformative strategy.
In 2004 the first independent mayor was
elected, a research mathematician who re-
alized that change could only be possible
with a multidimensional strategy. This stra-
tegy was continued by the second indepen-
dent mayor elected after him, Alonso Sala-
zar (2008-2012).

The central idea for this strategy: “Educa-
tion and culture as the main axis for soci-

al transformation”(2). But how could that
be achieved? The toolkit was pragmatic:
urban planning, education, culture, social
programs, and architecture, all being de-
veloped simultaneously.

Although a top-down initiative, Fajardo’s
plan encouraged and catalyzed communi-
ty engagement, transcending the historical
shadows of government neglect and crimi-
nal influence. Nowadays, the city is witnes-
sing a shift towards a future marked by new
opportunities, resilience, innovation, and
community empowerment.

Modern History

The city is located in the Aburra Valley, a
central region of the Andes in northwestern
South America. The challenging topogra-
phy played a crucial role in the city's de-
velopment, as it is shaped by the topogra-
phy of the Andes mountain range. Settled
in the central region of the country, the city
is situated at an elevation of approximately
1,500 meters above sea level. The surroun-
ding landscape is characterized by lush
green mountains, providing a picturesque
backdrop to the urban area.

The Aburra Valley's topography contributes
to Medellin's unique geography, with the
city expanding across the valley floor and
climbing up the slopes of the surrounding
mountains. The climate is generally mild,
thanks to its elevation, making Medellin
known as the ,City of Eternal Spring*.

Indigenous groups including the Tahamies,
Quimbayas and Nutabes inhabited the
area of Medellin for centuries before the
Spanish colonization in 1616, led by Fran-
cisco Herrera Campuzano. The foundation
of Medellin marked the establishment of a
Spanish settlement in the region. Following
Colombia’'s independence from Spanish
rule in 1810, political changes and shifts in
economic structures occurred, but Medellin
remained a relatively small town focused on
agriculture and mining for several centuries.
Its economy was based on gold mining and
later textiles.

Urbanization followed, and the twentieth
century witnessed an economic boom dri-
ven by industrialization. The well-located
city served as a key transportation and
commercial center for coffee production, a
hub for the textile industry, and a destina-
tion for educational institutions and skilled
workforce. As a result, the population has
grown almost thirty times in just one hund-
red years. However, Medellin‘s industriali-
zation was not without challenges. Rapid
urbanization and population growth contri-
buted to the proliferation of informal settle-
ments, known as ,barrios” or ,comunas,” in
the hillsides surrounding the city, resulting in
a diverse socio-cultural landscape.

The latter part of the twentieth century Me-
dellin saw the rise of drug cartels, followed
by violence and crime and social instability.
These cartels played a key role in achieving
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social and territorial dominance. They en-
gaged in conflicts with rival cartels and go-
vernment forces, resulting in bombings, as-
sassinations, and widespread fear among
residents. The violence associated with the
drug cartels led to mass displacement of
residents from certain neighborhoods, as
people fled their homes in search of safe-
ty. This crisis combined with existing so-
cio-spatial inequalities, transformed the city
into a warzone, especially in the most vulne-
rable areas, such as: informal settlements.

An informal settlement is defined as
“housing created in an urban or peri-urban
location without official approval.” (3) These
settlements often lacked basic infrastruc-
ture and services, such as running water,
electricity, and proper sanitation, and were
characterized by poverty and social margi-
nalization, perpetuating cycles of poverty
and exclusion.

The drug cartels, particularly the notorious
Medellin cartel, exploited these urban areas
with no apparent governance, ideal for cri-
me and violence. This reinforced the nega-
tive perception of the comunas, starting an
era marked by conflict, violence, and chal-
lenges to the city's integrity.

Access to education, healthcare and se-
curity became an unreachable privilege
for some, contributing then to greater so-
cio-spatial disadvantages within the city.
These decades of violence and city seg-
regation left an indelible mark on the city's
history. Guerrilla warfare further compoun-
ded security challenges, leaving lasting im-
prints on the urban fabric.

1980

Urban Character
The Contrast— A fragmented city

Below a comparison between two different
neighborhoods is made on the same scale.
The neighborhood on the left is considered
a “formal neighborhood”, it has a reticu-
lar grid, similar block sizes, and it is located
in the plain valley. Contrasting on the right is
an image of what is considered an “infor-
mal neighborhood”, which grows organi-
cally through challenging topography in the
hills. The contrast between the formal and
the informal can be perceived in the urban
form.

Development
Urban Acupuncture as a tool for Social
Transformation.

The government developed a complex,
multidisciplinary strategy to completely re-
generate the city. The main objectives of the
strategy were: to give the youth alternatives
for a non-violent future and to break the
walls previously created by fear and unify
the city.

They agreed that urban planning strategies
were a valuable tool to implement the stra-
tegy on a spatial dimension, since change
needed to be visible in a short-term peri-
od to develop trust, and hopefully trigger
further bottom-up action.

Therefore, architecture and urban design
needed to introduce accessibility and trig-
ger attractiveness towards science and
education for the youth, simultaneously
participatory planning programs had to be
developed to engage the community in the-

se transformations. The main question was;
How? How to tear the walls down between
different comunas and trigger inhabitants’
engagement and multi-level collaboration?

They gave an answer; the redefinition of
public space and mobility systems. These
new public spaces were designed as social
encounter hubs. They were called “Library
Parks”, and they were a combination of a
green public space, an educational-cultu-
ral center and a public library. They were
used as catalyzers placed in short proximity
with new or existent public schools, often
combined with a connection to the new
Metrocable. These projects were not really
about architecture but about social mobility
and the rebranding of the city’s image.

The actors who made this possible were
abundant, interlinked during the process.
First the politicians were involved in the defi-
ning of the budget and selection of the pro-
ject intention and its supervisors, after that,
planners would engage with the community
with possible locations and plot availabilities
within the comuna, by diverse participato-
ry processes the citizens usually chose the
location of the project and a significant part
of the building program. When they had all
this information, a public contest was laun-
ched, and diverse architecture firms joined
the competition, the -subjectively- best de-
sign was selected.

Simultaneous to this process, sociologists,
economists, and business professionals
designed social programs ideally aimed
at providing training for new start-ups and
entrepreneurs, since this new communitari-
an spaces had always the economic dimen-
sion present.
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Following the “social encounter hubs”,
connectivity was key. Medellin’s “formal”
city is built in a valley surrounded by moun-
tains, yet the “informal” city is located on the
outskirts, climbing up to hills. Since topo-
graphy is challenging connectivity with the
“formal” city was deficient and unattended.
This increased segregation between the
“formal” and the “informal”.

Since “traditional” public mobility solutions
were not truly convenient —buses were time
consuming, and the metro was beyond
budget- revolutionary ideas were required.
This way Medellin MetroCable was con-
ceived. It was a unique -for South America-
gondola lift system providing transportation
from the informal city to the Metro, this sys-
tem reduced travel times on average, from
one hour to fifteen minutes.

In addition, social programs were imple-
mented in every spatial intervention, such
as entrepreneurship programs, childcare
for studying/working parents, scholars-
hips, financing of economic endeavors, etc.
The existing educational programs were
re-evaluated and transformed to fit this re-
branding of the new Medellin, shifting the
focus on science, an alternative future, and
peace.

The timeline, budgets and priorities of the
strategy were defined by the evaluation of
the human development index and rates of
violence. Directing the highest budgets and
most ambitious projects to the “worst rated”
comunas. “Money where is truly needed” (4)

was the argument against the general initi-
al discomfort. By implementing this action,
the hypothesis was that the gap between
the wealthy and the disadvantaged would
be reduced.

Catalyzers and Redefinition of Public
Spaces

The first phase of the plan involved: ten li-
brary parks and education facilities, linear
parks and pedestrian streets, the Met-
roCable, social housing development and
evaluation of existing risk areas in informal
settlements for further housing relocation.

The main catalyzers were the library parks,
all located in informal settlements. In this
section we delve into two noteworthy ex-
amples, both inaugurated sixteen years ago,
we will undertake the same methodology of
analysis for both library parks. This analysis
involves: top-down planning approach, par-
ticipatory planning processes, architecture,
and impact on the community. Nowadays,
one of them is labelled as a “white elephant”
and the other one is a successful social and
educational hub.

Library Parks:

Parque Biblioteca Espana

Top-Down Planning - Located on Me-
dellin‘'s north-eastern hillside in Santo
Domingo, an informal settlement with the
lowest human development index in the
city. A recognized neighborhood due to its
violence levels, drug trafficking, gangs, and
government absence. This library park was
developed on land formerly occupied by
informal housing in a high-risk area, which
was relocated, and the land transformed
into a dense vegetated area behind the li-
brary park.
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The library park was designed as the focal
point of the intervention in Santo Domin-
go; however, it was not the only project. The
MetroCable, public lighting enhancement,
creation of new pedestrian paths, extensi-
on of playground areas, a medical center,
sport facilities were also part of the inter-
vention. Simultaneously, social programs
were combined with the intention to use
this newly created public space as a field
for small new entrepreneurships, adding to
its educational- social purpose an econo-
mic dimension.

Participatory Planning - Alongside top-
down planning, participatory planning pro-
grams were developed. On a political level,
the constitution was adjusted in terms of
budget distribution, priorities were shifted
from city level to neighborhood level. Due
to this reform, participatory budget was in-
stitutionalized and directed to each comu-
na, afterwards through transparency pro-
cesses, local citizens were given the right
to vote and direct their own local budget to
physically enhance their community, setting
their own priorities.

Architecture - The building was inaugu-
rated in 2007, it is composed of three vo-
lumes sheltering a library, classrooms, lu-
dotheque, computer rooms, a public open
esplanade, office spaces, exhibition areas,
all united by a natural public balcony that
overlooks the city. The building was defined
as: “space of encounter that serves as ur-
ban landmark and gathering spaces for the
community” (5)

Impact on the Community - Inaugurated
by Spain‘s’ royalty, it has become Medel-
lin’s most iconic urban landmark. However,
it has been controversial. The project lies in
stark contrast with the context, which has
led some critics to believe that this (and a
great number of interventions) developed
within this strategy, were more fitting to a
political agenda than a social one. A deca-
de after opening, the library had to close
indefinitely for repair due to tiles falling from
the fagade and water-damaged structures,
this led to the locals labelling it as Medellin‘s
“white elephant” (6)

And although the library fulfilled its first in-
tention and became a symbol of transfor-
mation and Medellin's’ new “era”, its social
impact is yet to be questioned. The library is
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still closed to this day.

Parque Bibloteca San Javier
Top-Down Planning - Located on Medel-
lin’s west, Comuna 13 is an informal neigh-
borhood with high criminal activity and drug
use. In this comuna the program of projects
to be implemented was composed of the
library park, the MetroCable connection,
and the escalators, which then triggered a
comuna-scale graffiti intervention made
by several actors. Since 2004, forty-seven
projects have been implemented in this co-
muna, from minor ones such as pedestrian
paths, to public hospitals.

Participatory Planning - For the selecti-
on of the plot the community was deeply
involved, the planning dependencies deci-
ded to ask two questions to the commu-
nity regarding empty spaces. The first one:
“What does this place reminds you of?” and
the second, “What would you like to have
in this place?” Most of the answers to the
first question were tightly linked to crime,
danger and risk. This is the case with the
plot selected for this project. It was an emp-
ty site between a prison and a graveyard,
where in former times it was a hub for drug
dealers and drug addicts — according to the
community interviewees—, the community
chose this “grey zone” / “urban scar” as the
ideal plot for the public library. The selection
appears to be successful, since its const-
ruction the once neglected area is now a
hub for the comuna.

Architecture - Stepped in the topography,
concrete cubes shelter a cultural center,
the project main intention is public space.
Inside the building there is an auditorium,
computer classrooms, library and reading
rooms, daycare, exhibition halls and a linear
park surrounding the building.

Impact on the Community - This comu-
na intervention proved to be successful, it
triggered social interest which led to bot-
tom-up action, transforming it gradually

through the years, now it is a main tourist
attraction for the city. After years the com-
munity was aware of the effect and defi-
ciencies of the implemented program, they
state that the playgrounds prove to be the
least successful of interventions. This was
because the plots selected were previously
dangerous areas, which involved drug-traf-
ficking, gangs and violence. Playgrounds
built in these former areas offered a catalo-
gue of prey for these gangs, since they keep
occupying the space simultaneously. It was
concluded that unattended public spaces
could not transform the grey zone. “Only
eyes on the place and institutional presence
can change such situation” (7)

The contrast between these two library
parks is notable. While library park Espana
is a huge black building built in a former
area of the settlement, standing out from its
context, library park San Javier is a one-sto-
ry glass building terraced to fit the topog-
raphy interlinked with a green open space,
and was built in a plot chosen by the com-
munity. This comparison can highlight two
conclusions; first, that not all projects can
trigger the “Bilbao effect” and second, the
importance the community has when deci-
ding where and what should be built in their
immediate surroundings.

Transport/ Infrastructure
Medellin Metrocable

Medellin was the first city in the world to im-
plement a cable car system as a means of
full-time public transport. The Medellin Met-
rocable consists of a cable car network that
serves as a link that connects historically
marginalized hillside comunas to the city
center. The cable car network was establis-
hed in 2004, it initially consisted of one line
(line K) which, located in communes 1 and
2, served the districts of Andalucia, Popu-
lar and Santo Domingo Savio. In contrast
to the ,official“ city, that developed along
the river, these informal neighborhoods are
characterized by the invasion of the valley
slopes. Because of this topographical cha-
racteristic, these neighborhoods in the hills

presented -and still present- a huge chal-
lenge of urban mobility (8)

The Metrocable was designed as a soluti-
on to overcome this mobility problem and
integrate these peripheral communities into
the urban fabric, offering practical benefits
and scenic views. The metrocable system
is composed of six operational lines, H,
J, K, L, M, and P, which complement and
connect with the railway lines A and B. The
lines were inaugurated between 2004 and
2021. It has a total of twenty stations and a
length of fourteen kilometers. It transports
twelve million passengers each year. This
success is explained, first, by the opera-
ted connection with the metro, which re-
duces travel time to the city center and the
southern part of the city. (9)

Comuna 13 Staircase

An electric outdoor escalator is situated in
the hilly terrain of Comuna 13 San Javier,
home to around 140,000 people, with one
of the most violent histories in Medellin.
Refugees escaping guerrilla violence sett-
led in the elevated hills until the late 1980s.
The difficult terrain kept representatives of
the state away, creating a power vacuum
that made the area an ideal hiding place for
urban guerrillas. They controlled the area
both socially and economically (10). The
state’'s complete withdrawal in Comuna 13
led to residents facing violence and control
first from militias and then from paramilita-
ries. Operation Orion achieved a symbolic
victory in 2002, however, paramilitaries per-
sisted in retaining power and utilizing op-
pressive tactics.

The construction of the electric escalator
in 2011 aimed to break down physical and
social barriers, intended to connect areas
previously divided by conflict, reducing vio-
lence, and contributing to a sense of pride
and dignity among the community. The first
public electric escalators provide an alter-
native to climbing 357 stairs, with a struc-
ture of 384 meters in length, divided into six
sections that wind their way up the slope,
covering a total length of ninety-four meters
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and bridging an altitude of thirty-eight me-
ters.

Simultaneously public space and other be-
autification works were built along with so-
cial programs that articulated community
engagement initiatives, such as educational
programs on escalator usage and the revi-
talization of public spaces.

The escalator attracted over 166,000 visi-
tors in 2018, marking an increase and re-
flecting Medellin‘s growing appeal to both
local and international tourists. Originally
conceived to enhance mobility for approxi-
mately 12,000 residents in informal settle-
ments, it has faced criticism for potentially
benefiting only residents in proximity and
presenting an idealistic yet distorted image
of Comuna 13 for tourists and outsiders.

La Francia, Andalucia and Villa del So-
corro Pedestrian Bridges

The topography surrounding the Medellin
River, in the Northeastern Zone, once sepa-
rated the neighboring districts of La Francia,
Andalucia and Villa del Socorro. The integral
plan included the construction of two brid-
ges that connected these neighborhoods to
each other and to the surrounding streets,
especially to Carrera 48A, making it easier
to walk to the Metrocable and thus to the
rest of the city. The goal was not only to
improve connections between neighbor-
hoods, but also to integrate the community,
given the intangible boundaries created by
past gang rivalries.

Puente El Mirador is the western linear
bridge that connects La Francia and An-
dalucia and offers a panoramic view to the
valley, being an open large space, it increa-
ses the feeling of security when walking by.
Puente de la Paz is the curvilinear bridge in
the East that connects Andalucia and Villa
del Socorro, surrounded by trees that rise
from the ravine below. The special thing
about this bridge is the bench along its rai-
ling, that serves as a resting place for ca-
sual encounters. The western entrance to
the bridge is built around a preserved tree,
requested by the neighbors during the par-
ticipatory design meetings.

Impact on the Community

Although Medellin has rebranded its image
worldwide and nation-wide, statistical data
tells a different story. The homicide rate, cri-

me, and a high level of conflict is still pre-
sent in the poorest comunas (11). Some
critics state that Medellin's ‘social urba-
nism’ policies created ‘territories of excep-
tion” because only some poor areas were
included in the Integrated Urban Projects,
whereas other areas were left without inter-
vention (12).

The positive impact of the projects is of-
ten limited to the immediate surrounding
area and perceptions of inequality have in-
creased from thirty-nine percent in 2013 to
forty-seven percent in 2014 (13), although
access to public services has improved for
many.

The real transformation has been the im-
pact these projects had on the community.
Most of the inhabitants of these areas re-
fer to the interventions in a positive manner
and perceive a higher sense of safety in
their neighborhood. The most praised pro-
jects are the MetroCable, shortening travel
distances from one hour to fifteen minutes,
followed by the library parks, which gave
access to internet and knowledge to tho-
se systematically isolated from it. Residents
also highlight how the streets connecting
the MetroCable station with the library parks
have flourished with commercial activities,
strengthening (creating in some comunas)
local economy.

Notably, the opinion of the inhabitants of
the comuna varies according to the part
of the comuna they live in. Since most of
the major interventions were clustered (The
MetroCable closely linked with the Library
Park, which is next to the Educational Faci-
lity) the residents of the deeper areas of the
comunas have not been directly affected by
these projects, therefore their opinion is of
indifference or even of rejection.

In conclusion, although the government
received severe criticism stating that this
rebranding of the city was more a political
strategy than a social one, it can be ack-
nowledged that for the first time in modern
history informal settlements in Medellin
were a priority. Finally escaping the shadow
of neglect triggered community empower-
ment, comunas like comuna 13 became a
tourist hub not because of a top-down plan,
but because the inhabitants themselves
started creating attractions to capture tou-
rism. Attractions such as graffiti, public per-

20th century modernist apartment building typology

formances, local cuisine, viewing platforms,
guided tours, etc. They made the best out
of this rebranding and displayed their “infor-
mal” neighborhood with pride.

The city is now enjoyed, not endured.
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Tracing Locality in Modernity

lzmir, Alsancak, Kordon
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During the 19th century, Izmir, one of the important port cities of Turkey, hosted Levanti-
nes who were foreign merchants. Today, the remaining historic Levantine architecture is in
Alsancak area of the city. Throughout history, Alsancak’s promenade called Kordon and
its silhouette has been highly affected by political changes, architectural trends, historical
incidents and lacking preservation of historical architecture. In the Alsancak area, the con-
tiguous modernist apartment blocks along Kordon not only form a wall, but also hide the

local streets.

History

Izmir, formerly known as Smyrna, has a
history that dates to ancient times. Due to
its attractive location, which provided op-
portunities for trade via maritime routes,
the city was home to many different cultu-
res and communities: including the Hittites,
Lydians, lonians, Ancient Greeks; later, the
Roman Empire, the Byzantine Empire and
the Ottoman Empire.(9) Especially after the
seventeenth century, the city experienced
a significant growth and lzmir transformed
into a cosmopolitan port and trade city.
Trading opportunities attracted foreign
merchants and as a result, they began to
create a new community in Izmir. Levanti-
nes, who originally from Europe, were the

most known among them. With the cons-
truction of the quay in 1868, new houses
started to be built towards the sea and a
promenade (Kordon) was constructed.(1)
In the late 1890s, Levantines settled in tho-
se neighborhoods with their families and
traded in the nearby port area. Apart from
Levantines, there were also Greek, Turkish
and Jewish communities.(8) They formed
their own neighborhoods as different social
groups.

The social diversity led to interaction in the
context of architecture as well. Levantines
introduced their own culture and housing
style to the place where they settled. As
a result, a mixed housing typology emer-

ged in Izmir. In literature this style is called
Chios or Izmir style. It can be described
as a combination of Neoclassical style with
ltalian influence.(1) It was also influenced by
the Turkish traditional housing elements like
timber cantilever balconies called “cum-
ba”. These houses were inhabited mostly
by Levantines and Greeks, which usually
engaged in trade and socio-economically
more powerful than the other social groups.
(10) Izmir, like many other cities, was se-
verely affected by the First World War.
As a result, houses were destroyed and
abandoned. What has survived of these
Chios-style houses has been subjected to
a transformative process of adaptive re-use.

In the post Second World War period, some
Levantine Houses are demolished and
replaced with eight to nine story height
condominiums due to deficiencies in ur-
ban policies and major political changes.9
The main motivation for moving to tall buil-
dings was to take advantage of the new de-
velopment potential. New regulations allo-
wed more height and individual ownership,
leading to a rapid increase in the number of
multi-story apartment blocks.(5) This trans-
formation did not only take place in Kordon,
but also affected the silhouette of the city
center.

izmir, Tirkiye overview plan
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20th century modernist apartment building typology

Rules and Regulations

The Saad plan in the year 1876 played a
significant role in shaping the new quay,
new commercial street and the Levantine
houses in the Alsancak region.(12) There
weren’t any changes in the city silhouette
until the beginning of the twentieth century.
The second turning point was the First Wor-
|d War and the establishment of the Repu-
blic. The main vision of the Republic was
the modernization of all areas of life.16 This
approach had a negative impact on the ar-
chitectural heritage.

The turning point of the transition from sing-
le-family houses to apartment buildings in
Izmir was with the Condominium Law(15) of
1965. Before this law, buildings could only
have a single owner, but the new legislati-
on allowed individual ownership of each
flat. This made it much easier for individuals
to own property and led to the growth of
high-rise condominiums. Due to the lower

miniums, and it led to the growth of high
story buildings. As a result, the buildings of
the 1885-1923 period in the Alsancak regi-
on suffered intense destruction during the
1960s and disappeared without even being
recorded.(1) Identification of buildings that
needed to be preserved first began in the
late 1970s. Fortunately, the law for the pro-
tection of historical heritage was accepted
in 1983.(13) This way the protection of Le-
vantine houses became legally compulsory,
and it provided the preservation of the ar-
chitectural heritage of Alsancak.

Development

At first, the morphology of the city con-
centrated on the coastline. The social
and commercial center gravitated towards
the Frank Street to the promenade(10).
Through the history, the city experienced
many transformations due to natural disas-
ters like earthquakes and fires.(14) During
1925-1933, new urban plan was comple-
ted, and the city's image started to change.
In 1939, Architect Le Corbusier was invited
for creating a new master plan for the ci-
ty’s future vision. He prepared master plan
sketches in 1949 with the concept of green
city.(11) Le Corbusier wanted to increase
the green areas and presented the idea re-
garding the silhouette near the promenade.
However, his suggestions were rejected(11)
and could not play a role in the development
of Izmir(2). The new architecture and plan-
ning approaches in the city were still highly
influenced by the Modernist movement.
The condominiums through the Kordon
also show that influence. Many single-fa-
mily houses like Chios-lzmir style houses
were destroyed and replaced by modernist
high-rises. Internal and external migration
has also been a driver of this shift. Moreo-
ver, it became popular to live in an apart-
ment building, which had a major impact on
the development of the city.
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Infrastructure

The form of the city remained relatively un-
changed until the end of the 19th century.
The general transportation network in the
city and the plots have been preserved (2).
From 1925 to the 1930s, completely new
infrastructure was implemented. Instead
of organic streets, more geometric direct
connections were designed. New public
green spaces were linked to wide bou-
levards.

The Levantine houses were located pa-
rallel to the promenade in Kordon. This
area was between the port and the train
station in the nineteenth century. (17) After
the migration in the twentieth century, the
surroundings of this residential area grew
without any control. Therefore, the shift to
living in apartment buildings has emerged.
Because of the late promulgation of legis-
lation on the protection of cultural assets
including Levantine houses, in the 1970s,
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most of the buildings were demolished to
use the area for multi-story buildings. The
Levantine houses, which survived, suffe-
red a functional change from residential to
entertainment. (6)

Public Space

Since the historic Frank Street was chan-
ged with the new plan, some parts of it are
called today Kibris Sehitleri Street. This
street is in Alsancak where it is the most po-
pular social, economic, and cultural center
in Izmir(10). Kordon is directly connected to
Kibris Sehitleri Street with mostly narrow pe-
destrian streets. Some of those streets are
Bornova Street, Muzaffer lzgii Street,
Gazi Kadinlar Street, Cumbali Street
where some of the historical Izmir houses
are located. The area’s function has com-
pletely changed from residential to com-
mercial due to its location and the change
of the building’s owners. After the 1950s,
Turkish taverns became popular especial-
ly in Izmir. These streets have been trans-
formed over the years into tavern and pub
streets. Many of the Izmir style houses have
been re-functioning as meeting places. The
importance of culinary culture and need for
nightlife spots led to this reuse. Recent re-
search on lzmir houses shows that almost
all these buildings in the area have changed
their original functions to bar, tavern or café.
(8) Tables and chairs along the streets, cre-
ating a social space for citizens, show the
new character of the streets.
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Programs

On parts of Kibris Sehitleri Street, tradi-
tional Izmir houses can be observed. The
plan typologies of the lzmir houses are sho-
wing similarities, but the facades are diffe-
rent from each other. This difference in the
facade can be seen in all the details, and
decorations. Since the facades of the buil-
dings were the main elements of showing
prestige, there is variety in terms of facade
elements. Generally, houses can be entered
from the street into the building by taking
five steps of stairs to the ground floor. The
entrance door is generally a double-win-
ged door in Izmir houses.(3) It usually opens
to a space called sofa. The main room and
side room can be entered from sofa space.
In sofa there is usually a timber staircase
that allows accessibility to second floor (17).
From the main room, a service area and a
courtyard can be entered.

The functions of the areas in the plan have
been adapted as follows, with the new bar
function: Side room and main room usually
serves as bar lounge. The main bar space is
the courtyard which is a semi-open space.
The bar counter is located here and there
are a lot of seating areas. Since smoking is
very common (18), this area has been re-
designed as the main space rather than the
main room.

Conclusion

The city’s image has been highly affected
not only by political changes and trends,
but also by unfortunate events like wars,
fires and earthquakes. The skyline of Izmir
is nowadays dominated by 40-50 story to-
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wers. Today, the trend in the mid-20th cen-
tury to build apartment blocks of 8-9 story
has been replaced by towers of nearly 40
story. Conservation is not only to preserve
historical houses such as these Levantine
houses, but also to consider their relati-
onship with their surroundings. Preserving
the relationship between streets as public
areas and the built area can be achieved by
following an urban design strategy that con-
siders all scales and the connections with
each other.
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Hyderalbad Unveiled: A Tale of Two Worlds

Nitisha Srikurmam, Liyuan Ma

©Kanuri, K. (2019)

The dynamic cityscape of Hyderabad, where history intertwines with modernity, journey through the contrasting neighborhoods of the an-
cient Qutb Shahi Tombs and the lively Film Nagar. Discover the intertwined harmony of tradition and innovation as we unravel the captivating

tale of these two worlds coming together.

Introduction

Hyderabad, located on the Deccan Plateau, is one of the most po-
pulous cities in southern India with more than 10 million people.
The city is a major centre embodies a dynamic urban blend of his-
toric landmarks, and the bustling cinematic district. The Qutb Shahi
Tombs, share the stage with Film Nagar, a lively cinematic district.
This union is not a clash, but it weaves together iconic structures
and modern creativity. Hyderabad's narrative unfolds as an intri-
guing tale, a cityscape where the echoes of heritage seamlessly
mingle with the beats of urban advancement.

Delving into the city‘s diverse themes reveals a captivating narrative
for those intrigued by urban environments. Heritage conservation,
sustainable practices, mixed-use development, and technological
integration create a rich tapestry. Hyderabad's story becomes a be-
acon, offering insights into the delicate balance between historical
legacies and contemporary needs. Each theme echoes in the city‘s
urban fabric, forming a roadmap for those exploring the evolution
of urban spaces.
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Old and New Neighbourhoods

“How does the ancient allure of Qutb Shahi
Tombs converse with the modern vibrancy
of Film Nagar?” This question forms the
crux of our exploration into the contrasting
yet interconnected neighbourhoods of Hy-
derabad. Hypotheses abound as we delve
into the juxtaposition of these two worlds.

Could it be that the historical gravitas of
the Qutb Shahi Tombs complements
the dynamic energy of Film Nagar, crea-
ting a unique synergy between tradition
and innovation? Or perhaps, the mo-
dernity of Film Nagar serves as a back-
drop against which the timeless elegan-
ce of the Qutb Shahi Tombbs shines even
brighter?

This exploration reveals the possibilities
when ancient heritage meets contemporary
vibrancy.

History

The historical evolution of these areas tells a
tale of two worlds colliding. Film Nagar, born
in the 1950s, resonates with the echoes of
legendary filmmakers drawn to its condu-
cive film production environment. It has
evolved into a vibrant cinematic district, a
cornerstone in India‘s cinematic history. On
the other hand, the Qutb Shahi Tombs area,
dating back to the 16th and 17th centuries,
echoes the grandeur of the Qutb Shahi dy-
nasty. These tombs, adorned with intricate
stone carvings and surrounded by landsca-
ped gardens, embody Hyderabad‘s rich
cultural heritage.

Analysing this historical tapestry reveals not
just stories of the past but a city's ability
to embrace divergent narratives. Film Na-
gar's growth is driven by the demands of
the entertainment sector, establishing it as a

bustling hub for filmmaking. Meanwhile, the
Qutb Shahi Tombs area, with meticulous
attention to preservation, becomes a living
testament to Hyderabad's commitment to
its roots.

Urban Character:

Fostered by the historical circumstances
mentioned above, the two communities
also display distinct characteristics. Film
Nagar, a central hub for the film industry,
unfolds with modern architectural marvels,
expansive sound stages, and accessib-
le public spaces. In contrast, Qutb Shahi
Tombs showcases historical structures,
with ground floors serving as entrances or
public spaces, surrounded by lush gardens.
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The deliberate emphasis on limited contem-
porary development underscores the city's
commitment to preserving its rich heritage.
This distinction in urban characteristics pro-
vides a basis for critically examining the re-
lationship between Qutb Shahi Tombs and
Film Nagar. Hyderabad’s streets illustrate
how historical significance and modern
development coexist, shaping the city’s
unique identity. This blending of contrasting
elements highlights Hyderabad’s approach
to balancing preservation with progress,
showcasing the city‘s ability to integrate the

old and the new in its urban landscape.

Development

The development in both areas, while dif-
fering significantly, aligns with their unique
historical, cultural, and functional contexts.
Film Nagar, propelled by the Telugu film in-
dustry, witnesses rapid commercial growth
and infrastructure development. Film stu-
dios, production houses, post-production
facilities, and modern equipment create a
thriving cinematic epicenter. Simultaneous-
ly, the Qutb Shahi Tombs area prioritizes
heritage conservation, focusing on preser-
ving historical structures and enhancing the
user experience through pathways, infor-
mation centres, and landscaping.

The development trajectory in these areas,
though significantly different, aligns seam-
lessly with their unique historical, cultural,
and functional contexts. Film Nagar has de-
veloped into the hub of Tollywood, catering
to the needs of the entertainment industry.
In contrast, the Qutb Shahi Tombs area is
maintained as a significant historical site,
reflecting a dedicated effort towards pre-
servation. This duality reflects Hyderabad's
commitment to adapting development stra-
tegies that honour its multifaceted identity.

Transportation Infrastructure

The web of pathways and streets in both
neighbourhoods reveals an intricate maze
catering to a blend of vehicular and pedest-
rian activities. Film Nagar, with its wider ro-
ads designed for film production, stands in
stark contrast to the Qutb Shahi Tomb area,
preserving narrower streets with historical
significance. The existing street hierarchy in
Qutb Shahi Tomb area establishes distinct
levels of visibility and seclusion, emphasi-
zing pedestrian movement and maintaining
historical context.

Based on this road network, public trans-
portation, represented by buses and autos,
is more prevalent in the Qutb Shahi Tomb
area. Conversely, the Film Nagar area re-
lies heavily on private vehicles like cars and
trucks, establishing a distinct contrast in
transportation preferences. Despite this di-
vergence, both areas share a common cha-
racter of dominant role of using motorcycles
and the auto rickshaw.

This analysis of transportation infrastructure
goes beyond the physical layout of streets.



46 | Hyderabad | Uuurble

It becomes a narrative of urban planning choices, where the city‘s historical character and contemporary needs are delicately balanced. Hy-
derabad’s streets have become more than pathways; they reflect the city‘s commitment to preserving its history while embracing progress.
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Public Space

In addition to transportation preferences, the distinction between
the Qutub Shahi Tombs area and the Film Nagar area is becoming
even more pronounced when considering the availability of public
space. Public space in Qutub Shahi Tombs area and Film Nagar
becomes a study in spatial form and atmosphere. Due to the enor-
mous historical density the Qutub Shahi Tombs area leaves almost
no room for open spaces with natural vegetation. Only a few places
of open public spaces arise exclusively in the vicinity of collectively
used urban structures, such as water tanks, community centers,
or schools. As a result, the streets become bustling hubs for both
commercial transactions, small businesses, and social interactions.
Street markets and vendors contribute to the vibrant neighborhood
atmosphere.
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On the other hand, Film Nagar boasts notable public green spaces
like parks and gardens, creating a stark contrast. Street trees are
more densely planted, providing a plaza for impromptu gatherings,
discussions, and occasional film events. The atmosphere in Film
Nagar‘s public spaces becomes a reflection of its creative and vi-
brant identity.

This difference in public space availability not only distinguishes the
two areas but also significantly influences their overall lifestyle prefe-
rences. The stark difference between the crowded streets of Qutub
Shahi Tombs area and the green tranquillity of Film Nagar‘s parks
tells a story of two atmospheres coexisting in Hyderabad‘s urban
landscape.
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9. Demography

As a result of the previous factors of ur-
pban form and development history, the
demographic structures of Qutub Shahi
Tombs neighborhood and Film Nagar exhi-
bit unique characteristics, each shaped by
distinct historical, cultural, and economic
factors. The historical significance and ar-
chitectural heritage of Qutub Shahi Tombs
attracts a diverse demographic, creating a
dynamic and inclusive community. Fami-
lies, students, and professionals blend in
a mix of traditional and modern influences,
reflecting the evolving nature of the neigh-
borhood.

Contrastingly, Film Nagar's demography
is heavily influenced by the entertainment
industry. Professionals in the film sector,
including actors, directors, and crew mem-
bers, shape the neighborhood’s cultural
landscape. The age distribution in Film Na-
gar leans towards a working-age populati-
on, a demographic unique to the needs and
preferences of those associated with the
entertainment sector.

Examining these demographic disparities,
the contrast between these two Hydera-
bad neighborhoods extends beyond spatial
form to encompass social and cultural as-
pects. Understanding these demographic
differences becomes essential to unravel
the diverse social fabric of these two Hyder-
abad neighborhoods.

It's not just about numbers but a journey
into the lives and stories that shape each
community, from the traditional roots of
Qutub Shahi Tombs to the glamour and dy-
namism of Film Nagar.

Urban Particularity

Navigating through Hyderabad‘s urban
landscape unveils a captivating interplay
between its historic and modern neighbor-
hoods. The Qutb Shahi Tombs exude an
aura of ancient grandeur, while Film Nag-
ar pulsates with contemporary vibrancy.
Yet, beyond the visible contrasts in history,
development, infrastructure, public space,
and demography lies a profound message
that defines the essence of the city.

At its core, Hyderabad embodies an inclusi-
ve culture that transcends physical and de-
mographic disparities. This inclusive ethos
serves as the unifying force, fostering harm-
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ony and coexistence among the city’s diverse
communities. Despite the disparities in histo-
ry and development, the city's streets resona-
te with a mosaic of traditions, languages, and
lifestyles. It‘s a testament to Hyderabad's ac-
ceptance and open-mindedness that allows
the old and the new to coalesce seamlessly.

As we delve deeper, it becomes evident that
the essential message underlying Hydera-
bad‘s urban particularity is its commitment
to inclusivity. This commitment goes beyond
mere tolerance; it celebrates diversity and
embraces differences. In the bustling streets
of Film Nagar and the serene surroundings of
the Qutb Shahi Tombs, residents and visitors
alike experience the richness of Hyderabad's
cultural tapestry.

In essence, Hyderabad's urban landscape is
not just a juxtaposition of old and new but a
testament to the city‘s inclusive spirit. It's a
reminder that progress and tradition need not
be at odds; rather, they can complement each
other in a harmonious dance of coexistence.
In Hyderabad, the past informs the present,
and the future is shaped by a collective cele-
bration of diversity.

Green Areas

Crossings
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Fabio Bayro Kaiser, Liliana luga, Verbnica Garcia Donoso, Caner Telli

The Transforming City Regions (TCR) re-
search module reflects a comprehensive
and innovative approach to urban plan-
ning education. By integrating traditional
fieldwork with advanced digital tools such
as Uuurble, it addresses the multifaceted
challenges of urban transformation in a glo-
bal context. Through detailed case studies
from Mdunster, Naples, Medellin, Izmir and
Hyderabad, the module addresses critical
issues such as urban resilience, heritage
conservation and social equity. These stu-
dies underscore the value of combining
theoretical learning with practical applica-
tion, fostering a nuanced understanding of
how cities can manage rapid change while
preserving their unique identities. This dual
approach not only enhances students' ana-
lytical and methodological skills, but also
provides actionable insights for policyma-
kers and urban planners.

Still, traditional fieldwork remains essential
for understanding the complexities of urban
environments. Physical exploration allows
students and researchers to engage di-
rectly with local communities, observe the
nuances of spatial interactions, and experi-
ence the socio-cultural dynamics of a place.
However, the limitations of on-site research,
such as geographical and time constraints,
are evident. Digital tools such as Uuurble
complement these methods by providing
continuous access to urban data and en-
abling the study of diverse sites beyond
physical reach. This integration enriches
the research process by providing a more
comprehensive perspective that combines
tactile observations with digital analysis.

The individual case studies in the Uuurble
research module illustrate the transformati-
ve potential of combining on-site and digital
research. In Munster, Uuurble enabled an
in-depth examination of how gentrification
challenges social justice in the Hansaviertel.
Similarly, the platform’s visualisation tools
enriched the Naples study by revealing the
spatial dynamics of the impact of tourism on
the Quartieri Spagnoli. In Medellin, Uuurble
helped contextualise the success of urban
acupuncture projects such as the MetroCa-
ble, while in Izmir it supported a compara-
tive analysis of heritage conservation poli-

cies. Finally, in Hyderabad, Uuurble enabled
a detailed exploration of the tensions bet-
ween modernisation and heritage conser-
vation, highlighting the city‘s dual identities.
These contributions demonstrate how digi-
tal tools can deepen insights and broaden
the scope of urban research.

The integration of digital platforms such as
Uuurble into urban research and education
demonstrates promising outcomes. By de-
mocratising access to data and encoura-
ging interdisciplinary collaboration, these
tools equip future urban planners with the
adaptability needed to meet evolving chal-
lenges. Digital platforms make it possible to
analyse urban phenomena across a broa-
der geographical and thematic spectrum,
bridging gaps in traditional methodologies.
For educators, the ability to combine local
and distance learning enhances curricu-
lum design and ensures that students are
prepared to operate in an increasingly in-
terconnected and complex world. This
evolution underscores the need to embra-
ce technology as an enabler rather than a
replacement for hands-on exploration.

Looking ahead, the ideal approach to ur-
ban research and education is to harmoni-
se field-based and digital methods. Rather
than competing, these methods should
be seen as complementary, each offering
unique strengths and developing specific
competences. Field research grounds stu-
dents in the lived realities of urban environ-
ments, creating empathy and contextual
understanding, while digital tools extend the
reach and depth of analysis. This synergy
not only broadens the geographic and the-
matic scope of research, but also enhances
its impact by producing insights that are
both locally grounded and globally relevant.
By adopting this dual approach, the TCR re-
search module sets a benchmark for inno-
vative, inclusive and forward-looking urban
research and education.
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