


THEME
THIRD SPACES -To enrich the places of living and working 
by places of staying, of information, of learning of 
communicating, of sharing – pleasure in perception, 
experience and education – contributing to LOCAL 
CULTURE as the fourth leg of sustainability by providing 
public spaces with niches for privacy in built and open 
inner urban spaces, giving respect to location and type of 
the urban structure – by a FRAMED VARIETY of 
STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS, BUILDING SPACES.
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Basic Philosophy – ISL, 1997, GRÜN.RAUM.STRUKTUR-Aachen in Schichten,
RWTH Aachen, Matthias Ripp, 2022, A Meta-Model for Heritage-based Urban
Development, Springer, Cham, focusing on Grounded Theory and Local Culture,
mainly related to the scale 1:500 as part of a multi-scale approach; Henri
Lefebvre, 1991, The Production of Space, Blackwells, Oxford; Andreas Kipar,
LAND; “Deseal the land”, KlimaVertrag, EU Nature Restauration Law 07-2024

Student Participants – Ana Paulina Cabello Ocampo; Jana Westerkamp; Lindy
Huang; Laura Barbosa; Cemre Cabuk; Juliana Garcia Valencia; Elif Ertemiz;
Shubhrata Naik; Elies Horemans; Irem Bozdagla; Yuhan Liu; Hsin-Hsuan Chen;
Yining Sun, Qian Chen; Tooba Tahir; Kazi Ruhi Rizoana; Aquib Arfi; Wanyun Ling;
Yunyi Huang; Huijuan Wu; Muhammad Bin Monsur

Inputs – Andrea Haase/ Hossein Abdeyazdan/ Daniel Christian Wahl/ Lutz Meyer/
Björn Schötten/ Hermann Josef Pilgram/ Hermann Schnell/ Georg Helmes/
Markus Ulrich/ Ulrich Lieser/ Klaus Schavan/ Stephan Vreydal/ Mehmet Celik/
Antje Eickhoff/ Anke Fissabre/ 3 Tuesday evening Conferences “Innenstadt der
Quartiere” in Foyer of REIFF Museum, Faculty of Architecture, RWTH Aachen –
by Christa Reicher (23.04. 2024; 14. 05. 2024; 18.06. 2024)/ 2 Public Meetings
about “Haus der Neugier”, in: “Aachen Fenster” at Mayersche Meeting Area –
conceptualized and organized by Björn Schötten (6.12.2023;10.04.2024)
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Review – Aims of Teaching and Learning 
This booklet reports on the experiment of linking the two courses of “Urban Transformation II” and “Research 
Methods” as a combined course’s approach to understanding and evaluating creatively ongoing processes of 
Urban Transformation in the City of Aachen at two location by means of “Research Methods – by Design”.

Content – Teaching and learning were preparing for concept-finding relative to contemporary tasks of 
responding to stages of “emptiness” in urban transformation, preparing for “THIRD SPACES”. Both the 
combined courses, the compulsory course “Urban Transformation II” and the elective course “Research 
Methods”, have found contemporary roots in the path-leading philosophy of the publication “Matthias Ripp, 
2022, A Meta-Model for Heritage-based Urban Development, Springer, Cham”. 

On this methodical basis, related processes of making the urban society understand the specifics of the 
urban structure and its potential for transformation have been set up and have led to scenarios with changing 
paradigms for local area transformation per considered time period. Major importance was given to the 
starting point of investigation (“what do I know for certain?”), clarifying the basis for outlining the direction of 
research and evaluation (“What do I want to find out on this basis?”). 
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Review – Aims of Teaching and Learning 
Structure – The compulsory course “Urban Transformation II” has defined the framework for the 
professional orientation of recognizing and guiding paradigms of urban change in place and time. It has set 
up a multi-facetted tool-box with impulses for getting to know and derive criteria to be applied for knowing 
how to seize, evaluate, develop and guide processes and their products relative to spatial and socio-cultural 
as well as legal context conditions. The elective course “Research Methods – by Design” has introduced an 
additional tool-box. This tool-box distinguishes the four major levels of knowledge (science, skills, folk and 
tacit knowledge) and allows for identifying the appliance of theses levels by considering historical traces of 
establishing and influencing these levels. It illuminates the historical turn from the industrial ways of 
developing knowledge within the disciplines of theory (mode 1) to the late industrial way of developing 
knowledge across the disciplines from and for practice (mode 2). It regards basic theories behind methods 
(innovation-, system-, modernization – theory) and offers – per theme and research interest – appropriate 
ways of research about environmental qualities. It equally introduces how to decode and how to codify the 
gained information for their evaluation by qualitative searches for valid data of varied qualitative and 
quantitative kind. 
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Review – Aims of Teaching and Learning 
Structure - The elective course “Research Methods – by Design” became the “motor” for stating and 
evaluating stages of local urban transformation qualitatively. It introduced and trained the attempts of gaining 
knowledge about reasons, possible strategies and measurement for creating “THIRD SPACES”, reusing 
sites and buildings in process of falling derelict. Deductive research activities by literature review and case-
study analyses became the back-bone of the inductive side of searching for and finding spatial answers to 
waiting sites in the compulsory course Urban Transformation II”. That means: Space – on different levels of 
scale  – was the major issue of the combined consideration. Values and criteria for finding a “valid answer” to 
a “valid question” were searched for group-wise in order to become defined and applied locally for the overall 
aim of qualifying the urban space in place and time appropriately.

In the combined courses, the students were introduced to bind their investigation to a “starting point of 
knowledge”, to learning critically and creatively to widen, to deepen and to position their knowledge about 
ongoing processes of urban transformation guidance, to evaluate general goals and locally specific 
conditions in close relationship with local culture in local time - as the compulsory root of sustainability.
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Review – Aims of Teaching and Learning
Structure – The students were challenged to check the value of existing strategies and concepts critically 
and creatively and were invited to interprete - still open to be defined – existing official planning proposals by 
their visions to be set up, argued for and to be discussed as alternatives. 

They were taught to settle and carry out the processes of arguing with themselves individually and 
collectively and to precise and control their positions through searching for socio-cultural and spatio-
economic concepts in contrast to obsolete patterns of modernization from past eras of urban development.  

That means, they were asked to localize
• Multi-disciplinarity in understanding the needs for guiding urban transformation
• Process-thinking by applying modernization theory
• System- thinking by applying innovation theory
• Multi-scale impulses, respecting the urban morphology/ local cultural heritage – tangible/ intangible kind of
• General knowledge about the benefits of gentrification activities/ related stake-holding to be initiated in 

terms of short-/mid-/ long-term scenarios

Prof. em Dr. Ing. Andrea Haase – Mastercourse „Transforming City Regions“. UT II/ RM – by Design. Chair of Urban Design + European Urbanism/ UNESCO. Univ. Prof. Christa Reicher. Faculty of Architecture. RWTH Aachen – SS 2024



METHODOLOGY/ QUARTER 
From Hypothesis/ Vision to Concept-Finding

Theory/ Empiry
URBAN SPACE/ URBAN STRUCTURE/ HERITAGE PRESERVATION/ LOCAL CULTURE 

Best-Practices about Adaptive Reuse and Third Spaces
Theory/ Empiry Real Estate Management

Strategies – Basic Proven Goals (Global theory/ Practice/ Local needs and conditions) 
Strategies – Vision Driven Goals (Global theory/ Local needs and conditions) 

Strategies – Measurements  (Global theory/ Practice/ Innovation/ Local needs and conditions)
Systemic/ Regenerative Design (Principle sketches for testing options) 
Topography, Geography, Climate and Natural Ressources (Ground Water)

Roots of Local Culture in Urban Space (Arts, Events, Places, Spatial patterns …)
Planning Law and Exemptions (Density, Ground coverage, Height) for specific allowances in case 

of (… implementing innovative technologies for gaining Energy from Natural Ressources)
Built Form Arrangement (Ground coverage, Patterns of public-private, Roof spaces, Facades) 

Open Spaces (Ground plan patterns, Mobility, Streetscape, Footscape, Active living, Biodiversity, 
Climate efficiency)

Specific Aspects like “Common Ground”/ “Third Space”/ “Productive Spaces”
Policy Appliance

Case-Related reflexive approaches to selected clients in Regional/ Local Contexts, Interweaving Goals 
for qualifying Space with Goals for reducing lacks like Emptiness, Scarcity of Housing/ of Service and 

Supply/ of Spaces for Living and working with Culture etc.
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Review – Aims of Teaching and Learning 
The lectures – were enfolding a set of thematic fields, relevant in general but also in terms of understanding 
local specifics, like needs for preserving heritage culture. 

In the course “Urban Transformation II” they have tackled the range of a basic understanding of urbanity, 
updating well known definitions of “sustainability” relative to “local culture” and discussing on this background 
possible realities of the “City as nature”. Approaches to an understanding of a “nature-based-economy” were 
traced back to needs for environmental qualification and were introduced and reflected on in relationship with 
existing philosophies of an “economy of common welfare” and of “de-growth”. 

These philosophies became confronted to traditional criteria for a quality of building and revitalizing urban 
space with open listings for appropriate categories (legibility, robustness, framed variety, permeability/ 
changeability, usability, accessibility, connectivity).
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Review – Aims of Teaching and Learning
The lectures – Philosophies and criteria for evaluation illuminated wanted structural conditions of 
morphologies as valid bases for valid processes and outcomes of urban transformation with respect to 
tangible and intangible heritage. They envisaged essential structural conditions of urban space like the 
systems of land ownership and plot division relative to major patterns of culture and of geography for aims of 
“infilling built form” into existing urban contexts. They introduced into the major secrets of City Marketing (by 
considering the need of bringing different kinds of stakeholders together), they reminded of the major 
influences of the cultures of planning per time and place. They introduced and discussed the “Bilbao-effect” 
as a – not always successful - strategy to respond responsively to the local conditions. They have pointed to 
the need for identifying and excluding preventatively unwanted effects by design for design-practice. 

In the course “Research Methods – by Design” they have tackled the range of options for not only setting up 
concepts by design inductively by individual “masters”, but for making design a tool to be reasoned and 
justified collectively on the basis of embedding it into the appliance of developing knowledge relative to 
theories and evidence. The therefore applied meta-model of a methodology refers to a general introduction 
into developing knowledge, into understanding and applying “grounded theory”, into defining the starting 
point of a process of developing knowledge by distinguishing the importance of its variables like object-
context relationships, into creating space relative to desired results of space-become “atmospheres” of the 
urban morphologies. 
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Review – Aims of Teaching and Learning
The exercise –The visions and derived concepts for urban transformation aimed to qualify spatial, 
environmental and socio-cultural as well as economic urban conditions. There was a discussion about how 
far new impulses may be part of (which kind of) “urban growth”, and if qualification of space can be based on 
alternative impulses which are not representing the classical historical images of “urban growth”. Equally, 
basic needs for fulfilling the locational advantages and their meaning for continuing the local heritages have 
been looked at by searching for hidden roots of local culture. 

As the overall location of needs for reusing central inner urban areas in Aachen, the former Horten Building 
(“Lust auf Life”) is already labelled as an opportunity for a “Third Place”, we considered this term and its 
meaning in planning paradigms as a starting point for developing knowledge about future processes. The 
process of discussing values and criteria was reminding ourselves of the tangible heritage of the local 
historical roots in use, image and spatial organization on former Roman/ medievally founded ground and in 
between the two medievally established walls and their later appearances as – more or less completed - ring 
roads. 

The most essential difficulty in initiating and, consequently, guiding urban transformation is always to find the 
major gaps in existing conditions of history as “caught locational factors” for “telling the story of place in a 
new way” - by which the whole process of urban transformation might be turned to a higher quality.
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Review – Aims of Teaching and Learning 
The exercise – reminded of not confusing past with presence but nevertheless preparing for a continuity of 
changes by giving respect to major traces of urban culture and its heritage. Thus, it became a culturally and 
politically integrated part of discovering and mediating existing knowledge about the urban history and 
generating appropriate information for the remaining challenges to respond to. 
It has operated as a binding field for learning how to apply the different tool-boxes of theory for learning from 
practice. This was carried out by giving insight into an utmost relevant condition of urban transformation of 
today: emptiness of inner urban sites which had been used more densely, bound to function under industrial 
conditions, to be looked at in the international discourse about gentrification and interim-uses since the 
1970ies as classical phenomena. 
Herewith two locations in the central core of the ring-radial urban structure of the city of Aachen have offered 
valid information and insights into ongoing processes of contemporary urban transformation. The locations of 
Couven-quarter/ Horten/ Büchel-quarter represent two closely linked inner urban core areas of different 
historical origin and locational advantages in the utmost “Holy middle” of Aachen. They show - in their major 
sites for intervention and in their immediate surroundings - spatially different needs for counter-balancing 
future processes of decay - in consequence of changes in user demands and mobility policies. Thus, the 
increasing emptiness of the centrally located, inner urban area of Aachen has been taken into consideration 
exemplarily for evaluating existing long-term potentials of the urban topography (water sources) and 
enfolding long-term perspectives by back-casting for mid-/ and short-term scenarios of urban transformation.
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Review – Aims of Teaching and Learning 
The exercise - Conditions of historical value to be freed from current restrictions of neglection and to be re-
discovered for re-flourishing by enhancing continuity of cultural heritage and by introducing innovation were 
to be named locally: 
• The hot and cold water sources in the ground as an overall attraction for well-being in public space with 

implications on surrounding local economies (retail, gastronomy, exhibitions…) 
• The layout of built form and gardens as individual elements on the ground, building patches of spatial 

units surrounded by public space – according to medieval roots
• The former existence of a Werkkunstschule during the 20th century, having been incorporated into 

Fachhochschule in 1971, offering a potential for revitalizing inner urban uses of culture and educational 
infrastructure in between science (RWTH, Fraunhofer Institute) and social work (Lebenshilfe) as well as 
arts (the variety of galleries) as a place for mediating new processes of customer-oriented fabrication

• The use of prostitution in Antoniusstrasse, - one of the oldest use of the city -, does not suffer from 
emptiness and is crucial to be restricted by spatial replacement of public open space. In order not to 
cause any conflict of use by planning without counter-balancing it preventatively, the whole length of 
Antoniusstrasse needs to be protected from approaching uses of public space and infrastructure by an 
appropriate framework of built form arrangement/ walls.

• The solar energy production in combination with a higher density of built form usage in ground coverage 
and height of built form (concept of the novellation of Baugesetzbuch – 2024) might be an appropriate 
option for a new concept of a legally binding plan at Büchel. 
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Review – Aims of Teaching and Learning
Process – The task was oriented on a collective analysis of the historical roots of culture and space in the 
two quarters, to be looked at as a critical-creative reflection on the ongoing local community activities. This 
was experienced by site visits, reports of local actors to class sessions, aiming to find collectively procedural 
and structural answers to the open questions about reusing the inner urban area in full consideration of its 
locational heritage and its location advantages and finally learning from these places for other locations.

The supervision of visioning/ concept-finding for the two different locations had to fight – equally into different 
directions – against the naive understanding of time in place and the unaware perception of space as 
something equal to any „living-quarter“ without reference to the very specific type of the urban structure of 
the town of Aachen. 

In consequence of this initial collective unawareness (based on different national backgrounds of origin), 
images arose, which reproduced firstly - in a non-reflected way - the functionalization of spaces (f.i. for 
sportive activities like skating or for play-grounds in central inner urban areas) or repeated the purely 
functional separation of means of transport spatially. This way, these initial routines were up to giving “new 
life” to the modernization of the city along the phenomena of sub-urbanization since the 1920ies and even 
more strongly along the effects of the post-war-II time. Firstly, no innovation yet - without supervision!
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Concept 3: Long-term (15 years)
“Kurhaus-Garden and PetersKirche-Student’s Living Yard”

Restructure Bushof 
Building 

Reuse the Building for 
Student Accommodation

Introduce New Tramline

Introduce Publicly 
Accessible Roof 
Gardens

Connect the Stair 
Project with Bushof 
Building

Green Hub



Concept 3: Long-term Use/ Image/ Spatial organization
“ Kurhaus-Garden and Peterskirch-Students’ LivingYard”

Use:
Students’ living accommodations around an inner open space Peterskirch-Yard nearby 
Kurhaus-Garden  

Image:
Completing green islands between the inner and the outer ring

Spatial Organization:
Demolishing the ceiling and upper floors in the middle of Bushof. Reusing the outer framework 
of built form of Bushof for elevations (5-7 floors) within the context of a redefinition of the 
functions of surrounding public spaces
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Concept 2: Mid-term (10 years)
“Kurhaus-Garden and Peterskirche Market-Hall”

Create Quality Open 
Spaces

Introduce Water 
Feature

Connect the Open Spaces to 
the Other Parts of the Inner 
City

Introduce Commercial Uses 
in Bushof Building

St. Peter Church as the New 
Social Core

Transform the Stair 
Project into a Bus-
Waiting Area



Concept 2: Mid-term Use/ Image/ Spatial organization
“Kurhaus-Garden and Peterskirch Market-Hall”

Use:
Enhancing staying and outdoor-gastronomy near Altes Kurhaus/ establishing temporary 
markets by reusing the whole hall of Bushof
Image:
Enriching, widening and defining the inner urban ring space by garden-patches below a 
double row of trees/ connecting St. Peters Kirche and surroundings with the new quality of 
Kurhausstrasse
Spatial Organization:
Leading the busses on minimized lanes around the former Bushof through Couvenstrasse/ 
Peterstrasse/ Kurhausstrasse with temporary stops only in Peterstrasse
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Concept 1: Short-term (5 years)
“Sidewalk Shared Spaces & Altes Kurhaus”

Narrow the Roads

- Peterstraße

- Kurhausstraße

- Peterskirchhof
Car-free 
Komphausbadstraße

Reuse Bushof Building  
Ground Floor for 
Temporary Activities

Altes Kurhaus for 
Public Use

Replan Bus System

Reopen the Use of the 
Stair Project



Concept 1: Short-term Use/ Image/ Spatial organization
“Shared Space: Kurhausstrasse”

Use:
Extension of economic ground-floor-uses into public space

Image:
Completing green islands alongside the inner ring

Spatial Organization:
Narrowing Kurhausstrasse for motor-car-traffic, qualifying and connecting the paved areas on 
both the sides for all users into a coherent Shared Space  
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Concept 3: Long-term Use/ Image/ Spatial organization
"The Urban Garden-Knowledge-Park"

Use: Open spaces increasing biodiversity, revitalizing the 
local (monastery) garden culture, built form allowing for 
exhibition spaces for a variety of "free scene" interests, 
allocating representatives of arts and knowledge 
production/ RWTH

Image: Turning the back-side facades into front-side 
frameworks for garden, arts, and knowledge culture in a 
highly central inner urban location, nearby the Cathedral

Spatial Organization: Extending the medievally generated 
pattern of distributing uses of built form and open spaces in 
between public spaces. Integrate new developments with 
Aachen's historical and cultural context. Position boarding 
houses and towers to complement the urban landscape. 
Design coworking spaces to facilitate collaboration and 
innovation.
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Concept 2: Mid-term Use/ Image/ Spatial Organization
"From Defined Wilderness to an Urban Park"

Use: Temporary gardens of different dimension for public 
relaxation and temporary events, first infillings for 
mediating a local culture of arts and knowledge to the 
public.

Image: Framing the recently opened public spaces spatially 
by appropriate constructions for garden, arts and knowledge 
culture, enriching and contributing to the utmost hierarchy 
of public spaces nearby the Cathedral .

Spatial Organization: Re-establishing the medievally
generated pattern of distributing uses of built form and 
open spaces in between public spaces;
Fortifying the buffer spatially by planted walls, membranes 
and built form construction
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Concept 1: Short-term Use/ Image/ Spatial Organization
"From The Meadow to a Defined Wilderness"

Use: Open spaces increasing biodiversity and allowing for 
temporary events and staying/ relaxing individually and 
collectively in public open space

Image: Supporting the branding of Bundesamt für 
Naturschutz "Blühwiese" (Praxisbeispiele)

Spatial Organization: Building a temporary 3-dimensional 
buffer in between urban mixed uses and the prostitution 
area. Position water mirrors strategically to enhance the 
aesthetic value. Develop terraces as seating and viewing 
areas. Introduce small kiosks to serve visitors and promote 
local businesses.
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